
NEWSLETTER NO  4          6 March 2009 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends of Bethany, 
 

Today we celebrate World 
Day of Prayer – we pray for 
Christian Unity, and our 
prayer has been prepared by 
the women of Papua New 
Guinea: 
” In Christ we are many 
members, yet one body.”   
This is our prayer – for unity 
between Christians in our 
local communities, for unity 

between Christians across national borders, for 
unity between Christians of different ages and dif-
ferent cultures.  At Bethany College we are 
blessed to share a number of different religions in 
our staff and student community – the World Day 
of Prayer reminds us to respect differences and 
seek common ground as followers of Jesus. 
 
LENTEN FUNDRAISING IS UNDERWAY 
 
Thanks to Fr Frank, Mrs Lee, Liturgy Coordinator 
and the Year Co-ordinators  for leading our Ash 
Wednesday liturgies last week.  We are all re-
minded that Lent is a time of prayer, fasting and 
giving. 

 

YEAR 8 SRCS ON PARTNER PRIMARY 
SCHOOL VISITS 
 
During the past few weeks the following Year 8 
students, Ivana Devcic, Eryn Carter, Lauren Pet-
rovski, Samantha Scarlato, Elise Wachswender, 
Denise Katidis and Emily Fenech have visited all 
Bethany’s partner primary schools to invite the 
Years 5 and 6 students and their families to Beth-
any in Action – they represented Bethany with 
pride and shared something of life at Bethany 
with flair and confidence – congratulations. 
 
BETHANY IN ACTION – SHARE THE 
BETHANY STORY – 3.00-5.00PM FRIDAY 
13 MARCH 
 
All current students and families are invited to 
welcome visitors to Bethany next Friday after-
noon – this is your chance to show others your 
school: your family, friends and the families look-
ing to enrol girls in Year 7, 2010 and beyond. 
 
BLESSING AND OPENING OF BETHANY’S 
NEW BUILDINGS – 1.00-3.00PM SUNDAY 
15 MARCH 
 
Please find your invitation to the Blessing and 
Opening of Bethany’s Marian, Penola and Yal-
lunga – Performing Arts buildings on Sunday 15 
March.  This will be a very special celebration, 
with Bishop Terry Brady blessing our beautiful 
new facilities and Senator Robert McClelland, 
Attorney General, opening them.  Tours will be 
offered and afternoon tea will be provided. 
 
NEW PARENT WELCOME – P AND F 
MEETING 7.30PM MONDAY 9 MARCH 
 
Thanks to all staff, P and F Committee members, 
SRC and prefects and House Captains, and the 



FROM THE DESK OF THE ASSISTANT 
PRINCIPAL 
 
I had the great experi-
ence of witnessing all 
students at Bethany get 
involved in Clean up 
Bethany Day last Friday. 
This was a whole school 
initiative in support of 
Clean up Australia. After 
our cleanup the school 
grounds sparkled. Thank 
you all students and 
teachers for your tremen-
dous efforts. This is one way we show we CARE 
for our environment and resources. 
 
CARE FOR ALL STUDENTS 
 
The Transport Monitors have been working hard 
assisting teachers on bus duty and being a friendly 
face on morning and afternoon buses and trains. 
The Transport Monitors are there to support Beth-
any students and to ensure students are travelling 
to and from school in a safe and appropriate way. 
Thank you girls, we value your service. 
 
We have been delighted to see that girls have 
been wearing their College cap during outside 
activities. The wearing of the cap is expected at 
all outdoor events. Bethany girls are showing they 
are “sun safe” . 
 
REMINDER 
 
I remind parents and students that girls are not to 
stop at Westfield Hurstville for shopping or food. 
They need to connect with their mode of transport 
and make their way home immediately after 
school. The only exception to this would be if the 
student is accompanied by a parent. 
  
The school day begins at 8.40am and all students 
are expected to be at school by this time for roll 
call. This is valuable time where homeroom 
teachers disseminate information, check diaries 
and build on developing connections with their 
roll call class. If  a student is late they must have a 
note written by their parents. 

Mrs Jenny Fowler 
Assistant Principal 

Year 12 Hospitality students who prepared and 
served a delicious High tea to nearly 200 parents 
and children last Friday night.  Special thanks to 
our P and F leaders for 2009, Mr Mark Wombey 
and Mr Frank Tawil, and their helpers – we all 
look forward to meeting you again at:  
 
Term 1 Parents and Friends Association Meeting  

7.30-9.00pm Monday 9 March 
 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO BETHANY’S 
ELITE CRICKETER 
 
Congratulations and good luck to Cailyn Fountain 
who has been selected to represent the NSW 
Combined Catholic Colleges at the NSW All 
Schools Girls Cricket Championships, 23-25 
March.  
 
 
 
 
Frances Warner  
Principal 

BETHANY COLLEGE PARENTS© AND 
FRIENDS ASSOCIATION 
 
The Bethany College Parents’  and Friends Asso-
ciation comprises a mix of parents, teachers and 
our Principal.  Our aims are to assist in the provi-
sion of support mechanisms that enhance the edu-
cation and welfare of your children and the over-
all school community. 
 
The meetings are an informal forum where infor-
mation can be gained regarding the school, and 
any issues regarding your daughter’s education or 
welfare can usually be resolved 
The meetings are held at 7.30pm in the staff room 
on a Monday night once per term, and all parents 
are encouraged to attend and provide input to 
their daughter’s education.  The first meeting will 
be held next Monday (March 9th) and we wel-
come all our existing and new Year 7 parents for 
2009 
 

Mark Wombey 
President Bethany Parents’  and Friends 



SOCIAL JUSTICE NEWS - AUSTRALIAN 
RED CROSS BLOOD BANK 
  
A big thank you 
to the senior stu-
dents who do-
nated blood dur-
ing the week. The 
students walked 
to Hurstville En-
tertainment Cen-
tre after school and waited very patiently to be 
interviewed and have their blood taken. You have 
made a very valuable contribution to the commu-
nity- and it didn’ t hurt too much after all! Thank 
you also to Mr Patrick Colreavy and Mrs Lynne 
Taylor who accompanied the group and showed 
much care and concern for the girls by staying 
until late to check everyone had recovered.  

 
Mrs Rachael Colreavy 

Social Justice Coordinator 

NEWS FROM CATHOLIC STUDIES 
CLASSES 
 
March is the beginning of autumn and a new cycle 
of the earth reveals the beauty of all creation.  
In Year 7 Catholic Studies we have been studying 
our school and Church communities. Classes have 
visited the College Chapel and St Michael’s 
Church, Hurstville. Students have looked at the 
different features of a church and chapel, viewed 

FROM THE PENOLA PROGRAM  
COORDINATOR 
 
The Penola Program is swinging in to action! 
 
Central to the Penola Program are the Connected 
Learning Experiences (CLEs).  The Year 7s cur-
rently have four lessons per cycle of CLEs.  The 
purpose of the CLEs is to assist students under-
stand how they learn, what type of learners they 
are and develop strategies for learning that are 
most effective for them.  The CLEs in Year 7 will 
encourage the students to become reflective learn-
ers by understanding the language of learning.  
The CLEs will consist of a range of key skills in-
cluding interpersonal, ICT, metacognition, nu-
meracy, literacy, organisation and presentation.  
The CLEs will also involve Art Costa’s Habits of 
Mind.  The current unit for Year 7 is ‘Ready, Set, 
CONNECT’ .  The aim of this unit is to assist the 
girls to understand the meaning of connected 
learning and to assist them in the initial stages of 
transition from primary to secondary school.  The 
girls will be made to feel comfortable and in-
spired in their new school.  Ask your daughter for 
a look at her CLEs journal to see the work she is 
doing.  That way you will be able to connect with 
her learning in this program. 
 
By now you should have received a letter of intro-
duction from your daughter’s homeroom teacher.  
If you haven’ t seen this letter please ask her.  
Sometimes letters home have a habit of getting 
‘ lost’  and some of these letters have a reply slip 
that needs to be returned by a certain date.  Your 
support in this will prove most beneficial to your 
daughter. 

Rob Gough 
Penola Program Coordinator 

the vessels and vestments used in the celebration 
of the Sacraments and have investigated their own 
Parish story. Fr Mani, Fr Frank and Sr Ellen have 
been ‘guest visitors and speakers’  in some classes. 
 
“ I have enjoyed going into the Chapel and into 
the Church. We were even able to look at the ci-
borium and baptismal font.”  Madi 
 
“ I did not know that the priest wore so many lay-
ers of clothes to celebrate the Mass. He would get 
hot in summer.”  Michelle 
 
“  The stained glass windows tell the story of the 
community of St Michael’s. Stained glass win-
dows were used as decoration and as a way of 
sharing the story of the Church when people 
could not read.”  Leanne 
 
Let us pray that we will appreciate the history of 
our communities and give thanks for those who 
continue to celebrate and live the story today. 

 
Mary Kleist 

Religious Education Coordinator 



STUDENT LEADERS CARING AND  
CONNECTING 

 
Student Represen-
tative Council 
members, Prefects 
and House Cap-
tains attended a 
Leadership Forma-
tion at Elanora 
Conference Centre 
from 19-20 Febru-
ary. This overnight 
experience enabled 
the leaders to de-
velop a theme for 
the year, which 
will be revealed on 

12 March, and to work on creating goals and ini-
tiatives for 2009. 
Student leaders from all year groups used the For-
mation as a time to connect with one another, 
completing tasks together, sharing cabins and 
working on a number of goals, initiatives and ac-
tion plans for the year ahead. 
 
Student reflections from Formation: 
 
“The SRC Formation was a great experience, not 
only for becoming the best leaders we can be, but 
for connecting with all the girls”  Lauren Pet-
rovski, Year 8 SRC 
 
“ I met new girls and learnt skills that will help me 
be a better leader”  Alexis Barberakis, Year 9 SRC 
 
“ I learnt how to become a good and responsible 
leader”  Soya Thippawal, Year 10 SRC 
 
“Formation was a lost of fun. I made so many 
new friends”  Madeline Beukers, Year 11 SRC 
 
“The two days were extraordinary, it taught us to 
work together and to form new bonds”  Jessica 
Onie, Year 12 SRC 
Special thanks to Mrs Cronan and Mrs Fowler for 
their support and for sharing their enthusiasm and 
experience with the leaders. 
 

Mr Chris Nolan 
Leadership Facilitator 

HAPPY WORLD MATHEMATICS DAY 
Can you solve the problem below? 
HINT: Put your lateral thinking cap on! 
 
A girl goes to a swimming pool and swims 50 
lengths of breaststroke. The pool measures 25m 
long and 12m wide. It is 1m in the shallow end 
then after 15m it shelves (at angle of 45 degrees) 
to a depth of 2.5m. How much water is required 
to fill the pool? (Answer on the back page) 
 

Gemma Scheetz 
Mathematics Prefect 

2008 MATHS HOMEWORK CENTRE 
EVALUATION AND 2009 DETAILS 
 
In 2008 the Mathematics Homework Centre was 
opened on Monday and Tuesday afternoons 
staffed by Mrs Brooker, Maths teacher and Mrs 
Sue Egan. 
175 students attended over the course of the year, 
with numbers varying up to 20 of an afternoon. 
Some of these students were regular or frequent 
visitors. 
 
Some students chose to sit quietly and work on 
homework with access to a teacher for help with 
problems, while others presented with particular 
difficulties where they required specialist coach-
ing. 
 
There was noticeable increase in attendance in the 
weeks preceding the assessment tasks. 
The Kogarah campus ran Homework help at 
lunchtimes every Monday and every second Tues-
day for Years 7 and 8 students in 2008. 
In 2009 we propose to keep the Mathematics 
Homework Centre open on some Monday after-
noons and Wednesday at  lunchtime each week. 
From next week the  Centre has been moved to 
the Penola Building 2nd Floor where the students 
will be able to access computers, puzzles and and 
extra help with their Mathematics from staff and 
the Year 12 Mathematics Prefect, Gemma 
Scheetz and her team.  
 
Students will be advised through the daily notices 
when the centre will re-open on Monday after-
noons.  

 

Mrs Sue Egan 
Mathematics Coordinator 



BETHANY SCIENTIST IN ACTION #4 
 

Bethany Scientist in Action is a series of articles 
that started in Term 4, 2008.  They focus on ex-
Bethany students who are studying Science or 
pursuing a Science career.  The girls answer a se-
ries of questions about their choices, motivation 
and aspirations and their responses showcase the 
great talent and passion for Science that Bethany 
College has fostered.  I hope you enjoy reading 
about our fourth Bethany Scientist in Action.  

 
Lynette Trent 

Science Coordinator 

 
Rowena Penefiel, graduated from Bethany in 

2007.  She is currently doing a Bachelor  of Sci-
ence (Advanced) at Sydney University. 

(1)  What sparked your  interest in Science ? 
My interest in Science was sparked definitely dur-
ing high school doing Science in Year 9. I was 
fascinated how the interactions of matter could 
explain just about all the natural phenomena, from 
why water forms droplets to what is behind a dia-
mond. I will always be thankful to Dr Trent for 
helping me to develop that interest, particularly in 
Chemistry.  
 
(2)  What are you doing at University ? 
Right now I have just finished my first year of a 
Bachelor of Science (Advanced) degree at the 
University of Sydney. (For more information, 
please visit http://www.science.usyd.edu.au/
fstudent/undergrad/course/bsc-adv.shtml)  
 
(3)  What Science career  would like to be in-
volved in and why ? 
I©d like to major in Physiology because I really 
find the complexities of the functions and proc-
esses within the body interesting. As for a career, 
I©m choosing between a Master of Public Health 

(working with the World Health Organisation) or 
a PhD in Science, working with international Sci-
entific Organisations.  
 
(4)  What Science subject/s did you study at 
Bethany ? 
At Bethany I studied Chemistry and Biology dur-
ing Years 11 and 12. 
 
(5)  Give current students some advice on what 
helped you in your  Yr  11 &  12 courses. 
What helped me in Years 11 and 12 was to try 
and understand and grasp the links between the 
theory and how they apply in real life. For exam-
ple, you can change the properties of polymers at 
a molecular level to determine their macroscopic 
properties. Think of sandwich bags, which 
are soft because the branched polyethylene chains 
can©t pack closely together and so are not dense. 
As for studying, I think it©s great to share your 
ideas, thoughts and insights with your friends, 
teachers and peers. It©s amazing how much you 
learn just discussing concepts with others, and 
you realise you©re not alone either. Learning is a 
continual process long after you finish school and 
it benefits you for life.  
 
(6)  What is University like compared to 
school ? 
University is different because there are so many 
people and lecturers and tutors are not always 
there like teachers. In that sense, you have to 
work independently and continue motivating 
yourself to do so in order to keep up with the pace 
of content delivery, which is a lot quicker com-
pared to school. That said, you meet so many peo-
ple too who share the same interests as 
you. During labs you work in pairs/small groups 
so you get to know fellow students. You choose 
all the subjects you want to do, including when 
you want to attend classes, because there is gener-
ally more than one session for each one.   
 
(7)  Anything else you would like to say ? 
Science continues with groundbreaking develop-
ments that can have such a positive impact on our 
day to day lifestyles, including our health. It is 
something everyone should be aware of and edu-
cated about because it is all around us!  



YEAR 11 BIOLOGY EXCURSION 
 
On Tuesday March 3 both Year 11 Biology  
classes went to Bicentennial Park in Homebush 
Bay, to study the Mangrove Ecosystem. We began 
our day with a tour through the mangroves and 
completed activities that relate to the topic we are 
currently studying. To finish the day off we did 
some practical work and left the park tired, and 
smelling like Aerogard! 

Nicole Rhind 
Year 11 Biology 

PUBLIC SPEAKING 
 
A select group of Bethany Students have been 
working furiously this past week to compose and 
rehearse their speeches for the first round of the 
Catholic Schools Public Speaking Competition. 
The first round will be held at LaSalle College, 
544 Chapel Street Bankstown. Girls will speak on 
a topic ranging from “Serendipity” , 
“Kaleidoscope”, to “The Forgotten People”  and 
several others. The students who have so enthusi-
astically entered this competition are:  
Year 7: Grace Charles and Kathleen Anderson  
Year 8: Emily Fenech and Denise Katidis 
Year 9: Judiel Garcia  

PDHPE/SPORT NEWS 
 
The Bethany College swimming trials were held 
last Monday, 23rd February. The Roselands 
Aquatic Centre was a great venue. The day had a 
carnival atmosphere about it with the excitement 
of the Year 7 girls and the enthusiasm of some of 
our Year 10 girls. The weather was perfect. Many 
girls entered races to cool down and stay in-
volved! Tayla Rowe broke a school record for the 
girls 17yrs 50m Breaststroke. Thank you to every-
one who participated in the Swimming Trials, 
parents for their support, Mr Munro for organiz-
ing the day and the Bethany staff who helped in 
the running of the trials. 
The following girls have qualified for the Bethany 
College Swim Team to compete at the Sydney 
Catholic Colleges Swimming Carnival on the 9th 
March at Homebush Aquatic Centre, starting at 
6.30pm: 
Tayla Rowe   Rachael Fitzimmons 
Emily Spencer   Natalie Murray 
Lillian Kaskoutas  Amber Cumming 
Georgia Brady   Sarah Ratcliffe 
Amy McDeed   Simone Lopez 
Kristina Nikolovski  Michaela Cullen 
Michelle Chiofalo  Ivana Maric 
Amy Grady   Kate Menton 

Natalie Mastrogiovanni  Alana Valente 
Stephanie Farmakidis  Jessica Batista 
Alexandra Kaskoutas 
 
SCC RESULTS: 
ROUND 4 26.2.09 
Bethany College v MSJ College 
Snr. Touch - lost 4-0.  
Best & Fairest: Julia Smidmore. 
Snr. Cricket - lost 112-110.  
Best & Fairest: Cailyn Fountain. 
Int. Cricket - won 78-56.  
Best & Fairest: Franjia Najem. 
Int.Volleyball- lost 2-1.  
Best & Fairest: Kassianne Kiarris. 
Year 7 Volleyball – won 2-0.  
Best & Fairest: Natalie Barsoum. 
 
COMING EVENTS: 
SCC Swimming Carnival: Monday 9th March 
Homebush Aquatic Centre 
6.30pm – 9pm 
Transport: Bus leaving Bethany College 4.45pm 
CGSSSA Volleyball:  Friday 13th March 
Homebush Sports Centre 
8.30am – 3pm 
Transport: Bus leaving Bethany College 7.15am 
Trials: Monday 9th March 
Yallunga Centre - Lunchtime 
CGSSSA Touch: Wednesday 18th March-
Doyle Ground, Parramatta 
8.30am – 3pm 
Transport: Bus leaving Bethany College 7.15am 
Trials: Friday 6th March 
Sydney Boys Tech High School 3.30pm – 4.30pm 

 
Ms Cath Summons 

Sports Coordinator 



CAREERS NEWS 
 
On Tuesday 3 March a very successful Yr12 Par-
ent and Student Career Information Evening was 
held. Ex student Stefania Maccarone (HSC 08) 
gave an engaging recount of how she turned her 
student life around at the end of Year 10 and 
worked to achieve a wonderful 96.45 UAI. Mr 
Alan Moran from St Patrick’s Business College 
gave a very thorough insight into the Private Pro-
vider Market. I would also like to thank MrsWar-
ner and Mr Conroy who gave input on the eve-
ning. 
 
Updates 

·  Lattitude Global Volunteering (formerly 
Gap Activity Projects) is now accepting 
applications for 2010. Closing date for all 
applications is 20 May 2009. More infor-
mation available on www.lattitude.org.au 

Answer to Mathematics Problem:  
None, it must already be full if a gir l has been 
able to swim in it. 

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS 
 
Winter Uniforms will be available from the Uni-
form Shop 
 
Tuesday 28 April  8am—11am 
Thursday 30 April  8am—11am 
Saturday 2 May   8am—12 noon 
 
UNIFORMS FOR SALE: 
 
Size Description  quantity price/  
      item 
Junior Summer dress 2  $30 
Junior Winter Blouse 2  $15 
Junior Winter Skirt 1  $30 
 
All are in good condition. 
Contact Imelda on 0413 685 379 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Size 12 College Blazer Excellent Condition. $50 
Call Joanne 0417 433 353 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Year 10: Monica Quill and Naomi Robinson 
Year 12: Emily Hart 
 
We would welcome any other students, parents 
and friends to come along this Friday night at 
7:00pm to support and encourage our Bethany 
entrants. 
 
If selected, the girls will qualify to go to the Zone 
finals which will be held next Friday (13th march) 
at 7:00pm at Santa Sabina College, Strathfield. 
We wish all our entrants the best of luck and an 
enjoyable evening. A special thank you as well to 
the proud parents who will be accompanying their 
daughters. 
 
The Catholic Schools Debating season begins in 
Term 2 but we are hoping to start training as soon 
as possible. A number of teachers are keen to take 
on teams and I will be asking for students who are 
interested to attend a meeting next Monday. De-
bating involves the students making a commit-
ment to attend all of the competitions which will 
run through Term 2. We anticipate holding some 
of the competitions at Bethany and hope that this 
will encourage a huge turnout of Bethany sup-
porters. 

 
Ms Lisa Field 

Debating and Public Speaking Coordinator 

 
·  Information on student exchange and 

work programs is also available from 
CCUSA. This is the organisation that runs 
the US Summer Camp program. Contact 
www.ccusa.com 

·  Information on Harvest work around Aus-
tralia is now available in the Careers Of-
fice.(MC308) 

 
·  Motor Traders Association are offering 

information regarding apprenticeships in 
the automotive industry. More information 
on www.mtaplus.com.au 

 
·  The Sydney Morning Herald HSC and Ca-

reers Expo 09 is to be held on 15-17 May 
at The Pavilion at Randwick Racecourse. 
The admission of $10 covers entry for all 
three days. I have 8 free tickets for the 
first eight students who see me re this 
event. 

Mrs Carolyn Cronan 
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The Bethany College Community 
 

Invites you 
 

to celebrate 
 

the Blessing and Opening of 
 

The Marian Building 
The Penola Building and 

The Yallunga Centre - Performing Arts Extension 
 

on 
 

Sunday March 15th 2009 at 1:00pm 
 

The Most Reverend Terry Brady  
Bishop of Sydney  

will officiate. 
 
 
 

RSVP Friday 6th March, 2009 
Ph: 9553 9766 Fax: 9553 1439 

Email: info@bethanyhurstville.catholic.edu.au 
2 Croydon Rd, Hurstville 2220 


