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Dear Parents, Students and Friends of Bethany 
College,  
 
The advice of St Vincent de Paul is appropriate at 
this point, more than half way through our Lenten 
season of prayer, fasting and giving to the poor – I 
am very proud of the students’  fundraising and 
their commitment to helping others.  Perhaps the 
harder thing is to give our love – nothing less is 
good enough. 
 
SUCCESSFUL OPEN DAY – ENROLMENTS 
NOW DUE FOR YEAR 7 2010 
 
Sincere thanks to Mrs Fowler, Mr Skeen, all the 
staff and so many students, and to a great band of 
parents who welcomed visitors to our Bethany in 
Action last Friday afternoon.  Many enrolment 
applications have already been received – please 
spread the word to the Catholic families hoping to 

enrol their daughters at Bethany in Year 7, 2010 – 
now is the time to complete all the forms and send 
them in to the College Enrolment Secretary, Mrs 
Ann James.  The first interviews will take place in 
the next few weeks. 
 
NEW FACILITIES BLESSED AND OPENED 
 
Sunday afternoon was a suitably fine late summer 
afternoon for a celebration.  With Bishops David 
Cremin and Terry Brady, and with Mr Robert 
McClelland, Attorney General and Executive Di-
rector of Schools, Dr Dan White, and Eastern Re-
gion Director of Catholic Education, Mr John 
Couani, the Bethany community began a new 
stage in its life as a year 7-12 College at Hurst-
ville in wonderful new buildings.  Sincere thanks 
to all who made the celebration so successful, and 
in particular, Mrs Elizabeth Lee,  Liturgy Coordi-
nator,  Ms Emily Maguire, Teacher-in-Charge of 
Music, Mrs Louise Benson, Technology Coordi-
nator, Mrs Vivian Kalaitzis, Hospitality Teacher, 
Mrs Jenny Fowler and Mr Lachlan Skeen.  
Thanks also to Mr Chris Nolan and the fabulous 
Bethany student leaders.  
 



LEARNING SUPPORT AT BETHANY 
COLLEGE (PART 1)  
 
PHILOSOPHY 
At Bethany College we cater for a large and diverse 
population, with students of varying potential and 
preferred learning styles, and differing cultural and/
or language backgrounds. 
We believe every student has a right to an educa-
tion that enables the student to reach her full poten-
tial. It is our task to identify students with varying 
learning needs and to provide programs to assist the 
development of those students. 
 
The Learning Support Team at Bethany College is: 
 
Mrs Julie Keogh: Special Education Yr 7 & 8 
Mrs Anna Charas: Special Education Yr 9 – 12 
    Gifted & Talented Yr 7 – 12 
Mrs Lynette Carter :ESL/Lifesavers Support                                      
    Literacy Support 
Mrs Jan Filipetto: Special Needs Aide 
Ms Neila Dar rough: Targeted Maths Support 
    Years 11 - 12 
Mrs Donna Betcher :Targeted Numeracy Support 
    Years 7 – 10 
Sr  Ellen O’Carr igan:Penola Pastoral   
    Care Support and Targeted 
    Learning Support 

 
THE LEARNING SUPPORT TEAM  : 
� � supports students experiencing difficulties in 
their learning across key learning areas (KLA’s) 
� � supports students requiring enrichment across 
KLA’s 
� � supports teachers via professional development 
and resource development which is embedded into 
learning programs 
 
The programs outlined below have been designed 
by the Learning Support Team to assist teaching 

Dr Dan White expressed this sentiment in a note I 
received this week: 
 
“ The Blessing Ceremony was both prayerful and 
reflective of our ethos, whilst the opportunity to ob-
serve first-hand the wonderful learning facilities 
will long stay in my memory. The facilities not only 
tangibly express contemporary learning principles 
but it is obvious from the work samples that I have 
observed around the college that the students are 
taking great pride in their learning. 
 
I would like to especially acknowledge those in-
volved in the preparation of the liturgy and the mu-
sic ministry as well as the wonderful hospitality stu-
dents who catered so beautifully for us at afternoon 
tea. Your school leaders also deserve special com-
mendation for their poise, grace and sense of occa-
sion.”  
 
FAREWELL TO BR KELVIN CANAVAN, fms 
 
To acknowledge his outstanding and distinguished 
service to Catholic schooling in Sydney since his 
appointment to the Catholic Education Office in 
1968. There is an open invitation for as many as 
possible to be present at one of four Community 
Gatherings and a Eucharistic Celebration of 
Thanksgiving for Br Kelvin’s leadership. 
The four Community Gatherings will be held at.  
April 29  Aquinas Catholic College,  
  Anzac Rod Menai 
April 30 Liverpool Catholic Club, 
  Hoxton Park Rd Liverpool 
May 5  Dooley’s Catholic Club,  
  24 John Street Lidcombe 
May 6 Brigidine College, 
  6 Aeolia Street, Randwick 
RSVP to Mrs Ann James by Friday 27 March 2009. 
 
 
CONGRATULATIONS ALLIYAH FAREO – 
TALENTED ATHLETE BASKETBALL  
PROGRAM 
 
Congratulations to Alliya Fareo, Yr 8, who has 
been selected for the 2009 Talented Athlete Basket-
ball Program at the Sydney Academy of Sport and 
Recreation, Narrabeen, in May. 

 
 
 
 
Frances Warner  
Principal 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 
What has been happening in Year 9 CAS? 
Year 9 CAS classes have completed a unit called 
Key Church Teachings.  Students were asked to 
complete a book suitable for children that ex-
plained the Nicene Creed. Here are some of their 
comments: 
“ I enjoyed writing my book. It really made me 
read the Creed.”  
“Writing the book was hard but I really tried to 
make it simple for young people. I tried to make 
sure that the pictures explained the teachings.”  
“ It was fun to write the book on the Nicene Creed. 
I showed it to my little sister when I had finished 
and she read it.”  
“ I have said the Creed so many times but now I 
feel that I understand what I am saying.”  
 
Saturday 21 March is United Nations’  Elimina-
tion of Discrimination Day. We ask God’s help to 
treat people fairly and justly, and to save others in 
the spirit of Jesus. God of justice and truth, may 
we put the needs of others first and act fairly to all 
people. 
 

Mary Kleist 
Religious Education Coordinator 

and learning at Bethany College. 
 
SPECIAL  EDUCATION 
 
Targeted support for funded students 
� � Individual support is given to funded students 
with diagnosed learning disabilities Years 7 – 12 
� � Support staff assist students in the classroom 
environment or on a withdrawal basis based on 
Individual Adjustment Plans (IAP’S) imple-
mented with the assistance of the Regional Spe-
cial Education Consultant. 
Special Examination Provisions 
� � The Board of Studies has specifically devel-
oped a program to assist students unable to com-
plete the SC or HSC Exams under standard condi-
tions. This would be due to a learning disability or 
medical condition. 
� � The Special Education Teacher is responsible 
for applications in consultation with parents, staff 
and outside sources to coordinate special exami-
nation provisions 
� � Some examples of special provisions are extra 
time to complete exams and the provisions of 
readers/writers 
 
Life Skills/Adjusted Program 
� � Life Skills is a Board of Studies approved pro-
gram delivered to targeted students who would 
normally have difficulty in achieving some or all 
Board of Studies Syllabus Outcomes for a course. 
� � Courses are tailored to specific student needs 
and feature reduced and/or different course out-
comes and assessment. 
 
Reader/Writer Program 
� � The Board of Studies allows the use of a 
reader and/or writer in cases where students sit-
ting the SC or HSC would be disadvantaged un-
der standard exam conditions without such assis-
tance. 
� � Readers/Writers are selected students who are 
trained to support students during the SC or HSC 
in these roles. 
� � The Special Education Teacher is responsible 
for identifying and assessing suitable candidates 
and implementing the Reader/Writer program. 
 
� � Coordinator) and several of the senior maths 
students run a Wednesday lunchtime Maths 

PENOLA PROGRAM NEWS 
 
This week the girls of Year 7 and 8 celebrated St 
Patrick’s Day by wearing a ‘Splash of Green’  as a 
fundraiser for Caritas’  Project Compassion.  For 
the fun and privilege of wearing a green acces-
sory the girls put a coin in their class’  Project 
Compassion box.  The major fundraiser for Cari-
tas this Lenten period is a Giant Easter Raffle.  
The girls in Year 7 and 8 have been asked to 
bring in a donation of Easter eggs or something 
suitable for an Easter hamper, such as a soft toy 
rabbit.  We hope to make up a number of ham-

ESL/Lifesavers Support                                       

Homework/Problem Solving session for inter-
ested students on Level 2 of the Penola Building. 
 

Anna Charras 
Gifted and Talented Education 



pers.  The girls will be selling raffle tickets over 
the next few weeks with the draw taking place in 
the last week of term. 
 
The girls of Year 7 had an enjoyable day at the 
Powerhouse Museum learning all about experi-
mentation and design.  The chocolate machine in 
the ‘Chemical Attractions’  display proved so 
popular that it broke down from overuse!  The 
girls were a credit to themselves, their families 
and the College. 
 
Thank you to all those girls who helped out at 
Bethany in Action and the opening of the new 
buildings.  The feedback from prospective parents 
was very positive. 
 
Assessment grids for assessment tasks that are 
used for reporting purposes have been posted in 
each Year 7 and 8 homeroom as well as on ‘My 
Classes’  under ‘Penola Homework and Study 
Help’ .  The assessment grids clearly state the 
week an assessment task is due/on.  The girls 
should receive at least 2 weeks’  written notifica-
tion of the details of a task.   
 
Congratulations to Grace Charles for making the 
Year 7 semi-finals of the regional Catholic 
Schools Public Speaking competition and con-
gratulations and good luck to Emily Fenech who 
is speaking in the Year 8 final on Friday night.  
 

Rob Gough 
Penola Program Coordinator    

PDHPE/SPORT REPORT  
 
Bethany College competed in the Sydney Catho-
lic Colleges Swimming Carnival on 9th March at 
Homebush Aquatic Centre.  Our girls put in 
strong performances across all age groups which 
resulted in Bethany College finishing second 
overall. 
A special mention must go to Georgia Brady 
(Year 9) who was awarded Under 14 Age Cham-
pion.  Georgia also broke two records on the 
night, 50m Breaststroke and 50m Butterfly.    
Amber Cumming (Year 8) was awarded Under 13 
Age Champion.  This was an outstanding achieve-
ment by both girls. 
 
Congratulations to all the girls who competed at 
the Carnival.  Thank you to Mr Munro and the 
Bethany Staff who attended and to all the parents 
who came along to support the girls. 
 
UP COMING SPORT TRIALS: 
 
SOCCER:  Wednesday 25 March, Week8 
  3.30pm – 4.30pm 
  Sydney Technical Boys High 

 School 
 
NETBALL:  Wednesday 1 April, Week 9  
  3.30pm – 4.30pm 
  Yallunga Court. 
 
GYMNASTICS: Monday 23March Week 8 
    3.30pm – 5.00pm 
    Yallunga Centre. 
 
BASKETBALL: Lunch Times  
    Tuesday, Wednesday &  
    Friday  
    Weeks 7, 8 and 9 
    Yallunga Centre 
 
 

Cath Summons 
Sports Coordinator 

PEER SUPPORT 
 
Peer Support is a mentoring program where stu-
dents from Year 10 work with groups of students 
from Year 7, looking at issues which may come 
up at school and in everyday life. This program 
runs over 3 full days at Bethany and Day 1, enti-
tled “Facing our Challenges” , will run on Tuesday 
24th March. Year 10 students have been busily 
preparing for the sessions the Year 7’s will be 
completing and it is shaping up to be a day of 
both learning and fun. 
 

Linda Robinson 
Yr 10 Coordinator 



BETHANY SCIENTIST IN ACTION #5  
 
Rosemary Mifsud (former ly Bezzina), gradu-
ated from Bethany in 2004.  She completed a 
Bachelor  of Science major ing in Nutr ition with 
Honours.  Rosemary is a Dietitian, she tailors 
diets to suit the nutr itional needs of people 
with medical conditions such as diabetes, obe-
sity, hear t disease, cancer  and stroke. 

Lynette Trent 
Science Coordinator 

(1)  What sparked your  interest in Science? 
I’ ve been interested in Science throughout high 
school. I pursued a career in Science because of 
the wide range of employment opportunities on 
offer. Choosing Science teaches you not only sci-
entific content but analytical and problem solving 
skills that are valuable attributes employees look 
for.  
 
(2)  What did you do / are you doing at uni? 
I did a Bachelor of Science majoring in Nutrition 
with Honours. The Science subjects I did during 
my degree include Biology, Chemistry, Psychol-
ogy, Microbiology, Physiology, Food Science, 
and Biochemistry.  
 
(3)  What Science career  are you involved in 
and why? 
I am a Dietitian. My job involves tailoring diets to 
suit the nutritional needs of people with different 
medical conditions such as diabetes, obesity, heart 
disease, cancer and stroke. There are many areas 
to specialise in e.g. with children, elderly. I 
wanted to be a Dietitian because I am interested 
in Science and love food and it is rewarding to 
help people.    
 
(4)  What Science subject/s did you study at 
Bethany? 
Chemistry and Physics. 

(5)  Give current students some advice on what 
helped you in your  Yr  11 and 12 courses. 
Seek assistance when you don’ t understand some-
thing, and solve the issue when it first arises as 
the workload accumulates quickly. Reflect on 
your talents and interests and explore career op-
tions. Talk to as many people as you can in the 
field you are interested in. Your school career ad-
visor is a fabulous resource! 
 
(6)  What is University like compared to 
school? 
University is very different to school in that firstly 
it is geographically much larger, and hence you 
are less likely to bump into people at lunch or at 
lockers like at school. It can be a bit lonely at first 
until you meet people in your course, unless you 
know other peers from school. There are many 
social events at uni that you can attend and socie-
ties you can join.   
 
You need to be self motivated to make use of 
your many breaks at uni. It’s easy to procrastinate 
unless you discipline yourself.  
 
You will be exposed to all sorts of people from 
different backgrounds and experiences; at school 
you are sheltered from this.  

 
BETHANY TOUR OF ITALY 2009 
 

We need 1 more person 
to join the tour of Italy- 
is this you? 
Departing December 
13th, the trip will cover 
the most popular cities 

and places in Italy, and promises to be an 
experience to remember. To be part of this 
exciting tour you must be quick. The cost 
of the tour is $5989. This trip is open to 
students in Years 9-12. For further details 
email: 
rachael.colreavy@bethanyhurstville.cath
olic.edu.au�
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CAREERS NEWS 
 
As part of the Vocational Courses offered in 
Years 11 and 12 students must complete two one 
week blocks of work placements. We are always 
seeking new employers willing to take a student 
for either Office Administration or Hospitality 
(Commercial Cookery) placements. All students 
are covered by the College insurance and are well 
prepared for their placement  
If you, or someone you know, have a contact that 
might be able to assist with these placements 
please contact Mrs Carolyn Cronan via the Col-
lege office or email: caro-
lyn.cronan@bethany.nsw.edu.au. 

The Business Cadetship Program and information 
evening (March 27) advertised in an earlier news-
letter have been cancelled for this year due to sev-
eral key businesses withdrawing from the pro-
gram. 

 
UPDATES AND DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 
 
YEAR 10 SUBJECT SELECTION EVENING 
The University of NSW will be holding their Year 
10 Subject Selection Evening on Monday 18 May. 
They will be able to take approx. 900 RSVPs for 
the evening. Registrations are required and will 
open at the start of Term 2. 
MEDICAL  CAREERS EXHIBITION 
Year 12 High School Students considering  medi-
cine as a career are invited to the AMA(NSW) 
Health Medical Careers Expo on Saturday 4th 
April, 10.00am – 4.00pm at Shannon Room, AJC 
Convention Centre, Randwick Racecourse. To 
register go to www.medcareerexpo.com.au. For 
more information contact AMA (NSW) on 02-
9439 8822 or email: expo@nswawa.com.au 
 
UNIVERSITY OF WOLLONGONG EARLY ENTRY 
PROGRAM  
Registrations open on July 1 and close for most 
faculties on 18 Sept 2009. The majority of inter-
views and on-campus events will be held in the 
week commencing 28 Sept 2009.  
 
ACU  
·  ACU will be offering new courses in 

physiotherapy and paramedicine in 2010. 
·  ACU will be continuing its Early Achiev-

ers’  Program this year to provide suitable 
students with an early offer based on their 
community contribution in addition to aca-
demic merit. 

 
Pamphlets describing the many resources avail-
able on the myfuture website are available in the 
Careers room (MC308). 
 

 Carolyn Cronan 
Careers Adviser 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 
SYDNEY FEDERATION OF CATHO-
LIC SCHOOL PARENTS  
 
An invitation is extended to the AGM for 
the election of Office Bearers for 2009 at 
the Catholic Education Office, 38– 40 Ren-
wick Street Leichhardt on Wednesday 25 
March at 7:15pm for 7:30 start. RSVP fax: 
9568.8470 or email: 
margaret.anderson@ceosyd.catholic.edu.au 

You t h  M ass  
M at er  Dei , B lak ehur st  

Al l  students and their  fami l ies are in-
vi ted to at tend the Youth Mass this Sun-
day 22nd March at  Mater  Dei Blake-
hurst  star t ing at  6pm.  I t  wi l l  be fol-
lowed by a BBQ. 


