
 

 

NEWSLETTER  NO 7          1 May,  2009 

Dear Parents & Students, 
 
Welcome back to the gathering of our community 
Bethany College as we commence term 2, 2009. 
 
I hope all our families and students feel rested and 
ready for the term ahead. I have watched as stu-
dents have settled back into their learning and I 
hope that they are  now setting some challenging, 
achievable, realistic and measurable goals for this 
term. This is an ideal opportunity for parents to 
have a discussion together at home over the com-
ing weekend and help identify term two goals. 
 
Anzac day allowed us to reflect on what it must 
mean to take on the challenges presented by war, 
past and present, men and women giving of them-
selves with courage and commitment.  On Tues-
day Bethany College acknowledged the bravery 
and service of those who fought at Gallipoli and 
those that continue to fight for justice and peace 
abroad. Thank you Ms Munro and your Year 11 
Modern History class for organising a very 
memorable Anzac ceremony. We were fortunate 
to have Mr Kevin Greene our local member and 
some veterans from the Bexley RSL: Mr Jack 
Thompson, Mr and Mrs Malcolm and Barbara 

Macgregor, Mr Ken Markos and Mr Hugh Quinn 
attend the ceremony. At the conclusion of the 
ceremony we shared a lovely morning tea and lis-
tened to some fascinating stories. 
 
By working for life, not for death and violence, 
by upholding human dignity, and not giving way 
to contempt or revenge, we are true followers of 
Christ. In this way we come to truly know God. 
The ANZAC experience reminded us today of 
this, just as Matthew’s words from the gospel also 
reminds us. 
 
“ I was hungry and you 
gave me food; 
I was thirsty and you 
gave me drink, 
I was a stranger and 
you made me welcome, 
Naked you clothed me, 
sick you visited me, 
in prison and you came 
to see me. 
I tell you solemnly in 
so far as you did this to 
any of my brothers 
And sisters you did it to me.”  
 (Matthew 25:34-37, 40) 
 
 I ask students this term to take on the following 
challenges 
 
- Commit to learning something new each day 
- Be open to learning about themselves and others 
- Connect and take care of the earth, for our fu-
ture common good 
- Care for those in the Bethany Community and 
those outside. 
 
Welcome back to Mrs Michelle Barrass, returning 



 

 

to the PDHPE department after her maternity 
leave. Ms Wendy Munro will be Acting Year 8 
Coordinator while Mrs Lynda Fleming is on 
leave.  
 
Parent, student, teacher interviews will take place 
next week for all students. Students are expected 
to attend the interview on one of these days with a 
parent or guardian. Interviews for Years 7 -11 are 
on next Monday from 1.30pm—7.00pm in Yal-
lunga and the Marian building. Normal lessons 
will occur for periods 1-4 for all Years. Inter-
views will continue for Years 7-10 on Tuesday 
from 10.00am – 3.30pm. Students will not be ex-
pected at school on Tuesday unless they have in-
terviews. They are to use this time at home for 
individual study or schoolwork.  Students are to 
wear their College uniform to the interviews. This 
is an essential opportunity for parents and stu-
dents to discuss their learning with their teachers.  
 
I would also like to invite parents to read our An-
nual Report to the Community for 2008 which is 
located on our College website. 
 
We received wonderful news from the Catholic 
Education Office that out going Executive Direc-
tor of Catholic Schools Br Kelvin has been 
awarded the title and role of Executive Director 
Emeritus of Catholic Schools in the Archdiocese 
of Sydney. This means Br Kelvin will continue to 
represent Sydney Catholic Education in a multi-
tude of forums, both nationally and internation-
ally. Congratulations Br Kelvin from the Bethany 
community. 
 
NAPLAN TESTS 
A reminder to all Year 7 and Year 9 students that 
NAPLAN (National Assessment Program Liter-
acy and Numeracy) is on in Week 3. You should 
have received a letter about it at the end of last 
term. The tests are as follows: 
Tuesday May 12  Language Conventions 
    and Writing 
Wednesday May 13 Reading 
Thursday May 14 Numeracy (2 tests) 
 
The girls will be given further details closer to the 
tests. If you have any questions please contact Mr 
Conroy, Mrs Smit or Mr Gough. 
Blessings for the week 
 

Jenny Fowler 
Acting Principal 

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 
Welcome back to Term 2! 
 
The cold weather has started to hint that winter is 
around the corner, so the girls will therefore be 
allowed to wear their winter uniform to school 
from next Monday. The official change over was 
published as 11 May—the Monday after Mother’s 
Day, but the girls may change into their winter 
uniform from next week. 
 
A few reminders: 
·  The college blazer is compulsory and is to be 

worn as the outer garment to and from school. 
The college jumper is an optional garment that 
can be worn under the blazer for extra warmth. 

·  Mid grey opaque pantyhose only. 
·  For sports, the college tracksuit is to be worn. 
·  Seniors – Year 12 jerseys are only to be worn 

at school. They are not to be worn to and from 
school. 

·  The navy college midcalf length overcoat and/
or a solid maroon scarf is optional with the 
winter uniform. 

If you need to check the uniform policy, you can 
refer to page (x) in the college diary. The girls 
have been excellent this year in following the uni-
form code and I hope this continues for the re-
mainder of the year. 
 
ABSENCES: 
All absences from school should be notified to the 
College by parents/guardians and a written note 
should be brought in when the student returns. If 
an assessment task is missed a doctor’s certificate 
must accompany the note. 
 
LATENESS:  
If students are late they must report to the office 
for a late note. Parents are then to write a note to 
validate the reason. Three unexplained lateness’s 
will incur a one hour detention.  
 
LEAVING EARLY: 
Any student having to leave the school early to 
attend an appointment must bring a note prior to 
the absence. The note must taken to and be signed 
by the year coordinator and then taken to the front 
office for processing. 
 

Julie Keogh 
Acting Assistant Principal 

-2- 



 

 

DEBATING UPDATE 
 
Congratulations to the following students who are 
representing Bethany College in the Catholic 
Schools Debating competition.  
Year  7: 
Grace Charles, Lillian Kaskoutas, Michelle New-
berry, Gabriella Locke and Michaela Sutherland 
Year 8: 
Denise Kakidis, Yasmin Evans, Ivana Devcic and 
Cassie Malloy  
Year  9: 
Judiel Garcia, Rachael McGinty, Emma Thomp-
son, Cassie Kiaris and Amy Grady  
Year 10: 
 Naomi Robinson, Monica Quill, Elizabeth Ryan, 
Tabitha Hazelton and Danielle Simoet 
 
The debating season begins on Friday, May 1st. 
The students will be debating Domremy College 
at Five Dock who will be hosting the debate. Stu-
dents are to arrive at 6.45pm and begin their 
preparation at 7.00pm. The actual debate begins 
at 8.00pm.  We invite students and parents to 
come along, watch the debate and support our 
teams. The address for Doremy College is 121 
First Avenue, Five Dock. 
 
A very special evening will be Friday May 8th 
when Bethany College will be hosting the debate. 
We are asking for volunteers to assist in time 
keeping, act as Chairpersons . We require assis-
tance from families to contribute to the supper 
that we will be providing for our guests. We 
would love this evening be a showcase of the 
warmth and hospitality that is so much a part of 
the Bethany tradition. We will also be hosting the 
debate against Parramatta Marist on Friday 22nd 
of May. 

REFLECTIONS ON EASTER 
 
The Easter season isn©t just Easter Sunday. It©s 50 
days long, and the last of those days is Pentecost, 
marking the birth of the Church and the coming 
of the Holy Spirit with power.  
Here is a reflection on Easter by Christyn Fodor 
OP 
 
“During these fifty days of Easter, while we are 
singing ‘alleluia’  to our risen Saviour, we are 
also listening to the stories of the struggles and 
hardships of the early followers of Jesus. There 
are stories of disagreements among members and 
among really good friends. There are disputes 
about who isn’ t contributing enough and who is-
n’ t following all the rules. Members are being 
sent to prison, are being persecuted and some are 
even innocently being put to death for what they 
believe.  
Yet, in spite of the difficulties of these early be-
lievers, a community of the faithful began to take 
shape and form, spread and grow to all parts of 
the world. 
This new community of believers seemed unafraid 
to face and grapple with some very difficult ques-
tions. They found new ways of relating to each 
other and to the world around them within the 
context of the Good News of Jesus the Christ that 
certainly made all the difference in the world. Did 
the day-to-day hardships vanish? It doesn’ t seem 
so. However, when they gathered in community 
and worship, and challenged each other to dis-
cern the truth, their identity and way of living be-
came clearer not only within the growing new 
community, but also for those outside their com-
munity who observed them. They soon became 
known as “ Christians,”  and people often re-
marked, “ See how they love one another” .’ ’  
There seems to be something about the faithful 
celebrating the Easter story while at the same time 
struggling with the hard questions of life that 
unites us as a community, raises us up high, and 
allows us to proclaim it all as ‘good news’ . 
 

Mary Kleist 
Religious Education Coordinator 

PENOLA NEWS 
 
Congratulations to the following girls who are the 
Year 7 SRC representatives for 2009 
 
Natasha Trifunovska  Natalie Krsitevski 
Katharina Miller Bock  Peta Dahdah  
Elizabeth Robinson  Michaella Garcia 
 

Rob Gough  
Penola Program Coordinator 
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BETHANY SCIENTIST IN ACTION #7 
 
Aisha Strand graduated from Bethany in 2006.  

She is currently doing a Bachelor  of Chiro-
practic Science at Macquar ie University and 
wants to do a Masters in Chiropractic.  Aisha 

wants to specialise in paediatr ics and help chil-
dren with learning, developmental, and atten-

tion issues.  
Dr Lynette Trent 

Science Coordinator 
 
(1)  What sparked your  interest in Science? 
Since I was little I was interested in how things 
worked or why things happened, so this lead to 
my interest in Science, in particular it sparked my 
interest in anatomy and physiology, as I was al-
ways fascinated in how our bodies function.  
 
(2)  What are you doing at University? 
Currently I am completing a Bachelor of Chiro-
practic Science at Macquarie University and will 
go on to do a Masters in Chiropractic. Some of 
the subjects that we do include Anatomy, Physiol-
ogy, Pathology, Biology, Radiographic Physics, 
Biochemistry...and the list goes on. With the ma-
jority of these subjects there is a large practical 
component, with many experiments to do, which 
is what makes Science degrees so great compared 
to other subjects, hands on experience rather then 
just looking at books all day!  
 
(3)  What Science career  would you like to be 
involved in and why? 
After completing university, I hope to work in a 
local clinic specialising in paediatrics, to help 
children with learning, developmental, and atten-
tion issues, as well as many other general health 
issues. 

(4)  What Science subject/s did you study at 
Bethany? 
In Years 11 and 12, I picked two Science sub-
jects, Physics and Chemistry, as well as PDHPE 
(which has some Science aspects). Throughout 
the next two years these three subjects became my 
favourites, both for the learning content 
(especially Forensics in Chemistry) and also be-
cause of the teachers (Dr. Trent - Chemistry, Mr. 
Becker - Physics and Mr. Munro - PDHPE) who 
provided much support, encouragement and enter-
tainment in class. 
 
(5)  Give current students some advice on what 
helped you in your  Year 11 &  12 courses. 
(a).  Try to get assessments started when you get 
them 
(b).  Listen to Dr. Trent when she tells you to 
summarise notes to the syllabus (it helps you 
learn exactly what you need to and avoid any un-
necessary info!) 
(c).  Take advantage of the time you have with 
your teachers (esp. when it comes to stuvac, dur-
ing that time I picked out any weaknesses I had 
wrote them down and bugged my teachers with 
questions as often as I could, it really does help). 
And finally 
(d). RELAX! Remember to have study breaks, 
time with friends, exercise and everything else, 
because although the HSC is very important, the 
other aspects of your life are equally as important, 
balance is the key! 
 
So good luck to everyone during their final ex-
ams, and pick a Science degree at university, 
it can open up endless possibilities for you!  YAY 
FOR SCIENCE ! 
 
(6)  What is University like compared to 
school? 
Compared to school, learning at uni is quite dif-
ferent, it involves a lot more independence, as 
well as a larger work load and faster speed at 
which content is covered. However, it is a lot of 
fun, because you get to study what you are inter-
ested in and it is a lot more relaxed when it comes 
to classes, the only down fall is exams...it©s like a 
mini HSC at the end of each semester. Although 
after the first year it becomes second nature and 
pre-exam nerves become less and less each time. 

A very special thank you to the teachers who have 
agreed to coach a team- Ms Sotirios (Year 8), Mr 
Carragher (Year 9), Ms Jordan (Year 10) and I am 
proud to be working with year 7. 
 
We wish all the teams the very best of luck in all 
their debates and thank them sincerely for repre-
senting the College. 
 

Lisa Field  
Debating Coordinator 
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ITALY 2009 
 
A very fortunate group of stu-
dents will be jetting off to Italy 
this December for a trip to re-
member! 
Each newsletter there will be a 
little article on the places the stu-
dents will be visiting and some 
useful Italian phrases. 
 
Ci siamo - We’re Here! 
Roma - La Città Eterna - Rome -The Eternal City. 
Rome is the capital of Italy and the most popu-
lous. It is over 2,500 years old.  
 
Impor tant places to see in Rome include: 
The Colosseum - Remember Gladiator? 
St Sebastian Catacombs - Learn about life and 
worship for the early Christians - molto interes-
sante! 
The Roman Forum- The oldest and most impor-
tant structures of the ancient city are located in 
the Forum - Ancient History students are in for a 
treat! 
Trevi Fountain- Throw a coin in to ensure your 
return. 
The Spanish Steps- Sit and enjoy the majestic 
steps and piazza where all the locals congregate. 
The Vatican City: St Peter’s Basilica - Look out 
for Papa Benedetto. 
Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel - Mozzafiato! 
(Breathtaking!) 
 

Rachael Colreavy 
Languages Teacher in Charge 

CAREER NEWS 

The Career  Centre is open at lunchtimes, ex-
cept Thursdays, and all students are welcome 
to come in and browse or  have a chat about 
career  related issues. Any student is welcome 
to see me to make a time for  a more detailed 
chat about career  directions. 

·  UNSW Parent &  Student Law Information 
Evening – 7 May 2009, 6-8pm.  Venue: Law 
Building, UNSW Kensington Campus. If you 
have any questions about the event, contact 
(02) 9385 1519 or email 
r.tuziak@unsw.edu.au 

 
·  The Sydney Morning Herald HSC and Ca-

reers Expo is just over  6 weeks away! 
The inaugural Sydney Morning Herald 
HSC and Careers Expo will feature over 100 
exhibitors, including Australia©s major univer-
sities, with HSC resources, tertiary course and 
career information.  The Expo will also feature 
a seminar program with over 70 presentations 
on HSC subjects, course, career and study ad-
vice. Admission of $10.00 is valid for all 3 
days of The Expo, includes seminars and a 
copy of The Sydney Morning Herald.  

 
·  University of Notre Dame is holding Course 

Information Evenings on 13 and 28 May from 
6-8pm. For more information contact 
www.sydney.nd.edu.au 

 
·  UWS will be launching two new courses in 

physiotherapy and podiatric medicine this 
year. 

 
·  Information about ACU’s Early Achievers 

Program can be accessed on www.acu.edu.au/
earlyachievers 

 
·  The STAT (Special Ter tiary Admissions 

Test) is compulsory for Year 12 applicants for 
courses such as Veterinary Science and Phar-
macy at the University of Sydney. Year 12 
applicants who sit the STAT must include de-
tails of their STAT in their UAC application. 
Several STAT sessions are held throughout 
the year, with the first on Saturday May 23rd. 
To register, go to the UAC website and follow 
the links www.uac.edu.au 

KLA MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT 
 
WINNER 
The Mathematics Department would like to con-
gratulate Bethany Doher ty from Year 6 St Jo-
seph’s Primary Oatley for being the first correct 
guess of the Jelly Bean Jar at the Bethany in Ac-
tion afternoon. 
 
CHALLENGE MATHEMATICS QUESTION: 
Two prime numbers that differ by two are called 
twin primes. Find any pair of twin primes be-
tween 30 and 60. Answer on back page. 
 

Susan Egan 
Mathematics Coordinator 
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and Prizes, Student Life at UNSW. There will 
be the opportunity to speak with current stu-
dents, academic and admission staff. Regis-
tration is essential at: 
www.science.unsw.edu.au . For further en-
quiries please contact D. Bailey on phone 02 
9385 7307 or Email: d.bailey@unsw.edu.au 
 

·  Next Thursday 30th April from 3pm to 8pm 
there will be an OPEN DAY at the AV Drop In 
Youth Centre and Café – 18 Treacy Street, 
Hurstville.  The OPEN DAY aims to target 
parents/guardians who don’ t know what is a 
Drop In Youth Centre or have misconceptions 
about what is a Drop Centre. Youth Workers 
will welcome parents/guardians to Drop In and 
give information about the service. 

 
·  The Surveyors website 

www.alifewithoutlimits.com.au went live last 
week and now provides a great place for Stu-
dents to find out more about the Surveying pro-
fession. The homepage displays a dynamic 
video which takes you right into the life of a 
Surveyor; it’s as if you are experiencing it first 
hand! The site also includes information about 
job locations for Surveyors such as Antarctica 
or the Great Barrier Reef and more practical 
information such as where to study and fre-
quently asked questions. 

 
·  The NSW Government recently announced an 

exciting new program designed to help young 
people take up careers in the public sector. 500 
entry-level Cadetships are being offered to 
HSC school leavers under the age of 21 every 
year for the next 4 years. The first intake opens 
on 22 April 2009 and closes 25 May 2009. 
Four types of cadetships are available: Office 
Administration and Customer Service, Assis-
tants in Nursing, Farm Assistants and IT Sup-
port - located all over NSW! Applications and 
further information can be found at 
www.onetest.com.au/nswgovtentryleveljobs  
 

·  Your copy of the latest issue of IGNITE - the 
e-newsletter for enterprising young people - is 
waiting for you to download at ... http://
www.frankteam.com.au/downloads/
ignite_54_2009.pdf 

·  Information on the June Dally-Watkins Busi-
ness Finishing College one year Executive 
Business Diploma is available in the Career 
Centre. 
 

·  Brochures on Sydney Uni’s Bachelor of Health 
Sciences, including the pathways possible for 
occupational therapists, speech pathologists 
and physiotherapists, are now available in the 
Career Centre. 
 

·  Information on the Bachelor of Education 
(Physical and Health Education) offered at the 
Australian College of Physical Education in 
the Career Centre. 

 
·  A reminder to any student in Y12 who is inter-

ested in a Business degree that the Cadetship 
Evening run by the Institute of Chartered Ac-
countants is being held on 21 May from 
4.30pm. Register on charteredaccount-
ants.com.au/students. Admission is free. This 
is a most useful evening and I would encour-
age anyone vaguely interested in business to 
attend. Brochures available in Career Centre. 

 
·  After  School What Then? This day is for 

families of students in Years 9-12 who have a 
student with a disability. The day is about 
preparation and planning for when a student 
with a disability, who will need ongoing sup-
port, leaves school. The focus of the day will 
be on the system of funding and support. It 
will cover information about Commonwealth 
and State Government responsibilities as well 
as those of non government service providers 
who are approved support school leavers. 
South Hurstville, Tuesday 26 May Cost to at-
tend: $10 per person (GST Inclusive and cov-
ers Morning tea, lunch and materials. Phone to 
register before Thursday 14 May 2009. Phone 
9869 0866. 
 

·  UNSW PARENT AND STUDENTS FAC-
ULTY OF SCIENCE, INFORMATION 
EVENING Thursday, 28 May 2009 6.00pm 
– 8.30pm Venue: Leighton Hall, The John 
Niland Scientia Building. Program introduces 
the Faculty of Science, Overview of Science 
programs, Career Opportunities, Scholarships 
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·  Mar itime Careers Forum Year 11 and 12 
students  
Where: Australian National Maritime Mu-
seum, Darling Harbour, Sydney  
When: Wednesday 17 June 2009, 9:00am – 
3:30pm  
Cost: $10 / student  
Through trade stalls, interactive lectures, prac-
tical demonstrations and tours, students will be 
exposed to the diversity of careers in a mari-
time environment. This is an ideal forum for 
senior students to meet professionals from a 
range of maritime industries, businesses and 
training institutions from diverse fields such as 
marine biology and conservation, working on 
boats (designing, building, restoring and man-
aging them), tourism and defense. Students 
can find out about the realities of working in 
these fields and the qualifications/courses that 
are needed to successfully develop careers in 
these industries. The admission price includes 
student notes and an optional cruise on Sydney 
Harbour. 

 
Carolyn Cronan 
Careers Adviser 

UNIFORMS FOR SALE 
 

1 senior skirt (size 18)   $10 
1 junior winter skirt (size 20) $10 
1 junior winter skirt (size 22) $10 
2 summer uniforms (size 20) $15 each 
1 winter jumper (size 18)  $10 

Be Quick! 
Contact Falamina on 9554 9464 or 0402129931 

BETHANY COLLEGE   
NEW PHONE  

NUMBER :  
8566.0711 

NEW FAX NUMBER : 
8566.0722 

Mathematics Challenge Answer: 41 and 43 
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