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Dear Parents, Students and Friends of Bethany 
College, 

 
Last Friday 
some Year 10 
Bethany stu-
dents met Sr 
Teubwanime 
from Kiribati in 
a workshop on 
Climate Change 
and the call to 

partnership between the small low-lying countries 
of the Pacific and us here in Australia.  Other 
workshops focused on The Haves and Havenots, 
or learning about how the 80% majority struggle 
to survive in our world, on what it means to be 
homeless in a poor country, human trafficking as 
the modern form of slavery, on the issues faced 
by our Indigenous Australians, and on the real 
challenge in our Bethany motto to “Make Poverty 
History” .  At the end of the day we prayed. 

 
PRAYER FOR KIRIBATI  

 
God of all Creation 

 
We remember the people of Kiribati and ask  

you to protect them in their time of need.  
As the seas rise and their homeland comes  

under threat we ask that you will ensure wise  
and compassionate leadership to guide them 

through their struggles.  
Amen 

 
ST MICHAEL’S PARISH CENTENARY 
CELEBRATIONS 
 
All are invited to come along to the main celebra-
tions on Saturday 16 May, 5.00pm Mass with 

Cardinal Pell, many former priests of the parish 
and present and past parishioners.  After Mass 
there will be a feast and a concert in The Bethany 
Centre, Yallunga, finishing up with dancing into 
the small hours.  Please come along and join in. 
 
BETHANY PARENTS AND FRIENDS  
ASSOCIATION MONDAY 18 MAY 7.30PM 
 
Please come along and support your parent asso-
ciation – agenda items will include allocation of 
levy funds for 2009-2010, planning a parent so-
cial event, reports on the Bethany Café and from 
the Uniform Review Committee, among other 
things. 
 
YEAR 7 2010 ENROLMENTS –  
INTERVIEWS NEARING COMPLETION 
 
Interviews will soon be completed and all offers 
of places for Year 7, 2010 will be made shortly – 
please advise any relatives, friends, neighbours 
that applications should now be sent to us to 
avoid disappointment.  There are a small number 
of places available in other years, and applications 
for Years 8-11 in 2010 should also be sent in 
now. 
 
PLEASE AVOID SENDING CASH FEE  
PAYMENTS WITH STUDENTS 
 
Unfortunately there were a number of serious 
thefts of cash from students’  bags, wallets etc dur-
ing Term 1.  All parents are asked to arrange an 
alternative to sending cash fee payments with the 
students – if you need to make a cash payment 
please bring it in yourself during school office 
hours.  Other ways of paying include cheque, 
credit card, direct debit, eftpos or B-pay.   Please 
also talk with your daughters about the risk of 



 

 
FROM THE DESK OF THE ASSISTANT 
PRINCIPAL 
 
I am so happy to report that the girls have re-
turned this week looking tailored and professional 
in their College winter uniform. Keep up this high 
standard. Writing to you this week, I would like to 
remind you about some of the expectations at 
Bethany. These expectations are in place to ensure 
every person at Bethany College has the right to 
experience positive and respectful relationships in 
a safe and caring environment.  
 
Year Coordinators and homeroom teachers have 
asked girls to ensure they lock their lockers each 
day. There should be no reason why a student 
does not have a lock. If a lock is lost or broken the 
replacement cost is $15.00 and can be purchased 
from the bursar. I encourage all students to take 
responsibility for placing their belongings in their 
locker and locking it at all times.  
 
The feedback from parents and students from the 
parent, student and teacher interviews was very 
positive. Thank you to all who attended. I remind 
parents who were unable to make these interviews 
that we should receive a note or phone call before 
the interview date explaining why you are unable 
to attend and if necessary we can schedule an al-
ternate interview time. The College views these 
interviews as an essential part of the partnership 
between teachers, parents and your child’s learn-
ing. 
 
There are a number of outstanding notes due to 
homeroom teachers, to explain absences. Some 
parents will be issued with a notification letter this 
week. A reply slip will need to be returned to the 
homeroom teacher promptly. Research indicates 
that solid school attendance has a positive impact 
on a student’s overall learning.  
 
There has been growing concern in the outside 
community in relation to students using mobile 
phones and other technologies to circulate inap-
propriate images of themselves and others. The 
NSW Government has developed an information 
sheet titled “Safe Sexting: No such Thing” . We 
have been asked to provide a copy of this resource 

bringing substantial amounts of cash to school – if 
this is absolutely necessary on occasion the 
money can be minded at the office. 
 
BR KELVIN FAREWELL 
 
Sincere thanks to Tamara Temaipi, Amelia Trypis 
and Audrey Chinyani, College Leaders, who rep-
resented the Bethany students at St Marys’s Ca-
thedral last Thursday night for a Mass of thanks-
giving and appreciation fro the wonderful leader-
ship of Br Kelvin Canavan, fms, Executive Direc-
tor of Catholic Education in Sydney for the past 
22 years.  Thanks also to Mr Nolan who accom-
panied the leaders on the evening. 
 
DEBATING SUCCESS AT BETHANY  
 

All Bethany 
teams were suc-
cessful in Round 
One debates 
against Dom-
remy College 
and Years 7, 8 
and 9 also won 

in Round Two against Marist Sisters’  College, 
Woolwich.  On Friday 22 May our teams will 
compete at Bethany against the boys of Marist 
College, Parramatta.  All are welcome to follow 
the cut and thrust of the debate and enjoy supper 
together afterwards. 
 
WELCOME TO REPLACEMENT  
TEACHERS 
 
We welcome back to Bethany Mrs Lyn Taylor 
and Mrs Alison Kritzler replacing Mrs Petrie and 
Mrs Carter who are on leave for part of term 2. 
 
I would  also like to thank Mrs Fowler and Mrs 
Keogh for their leadership of the school during 
the first week of term while I was learning more 
about leadership and its effect on school climate 
and therefore on student learning.   
 
 
 

Mrs Frances Warner 
Principal 
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Friday 15 May is International Day of Families. 
This day acknowledges and celebrates the impor-
tance of families, people, societies and cultures 
around the world. For Christians, the Holy Fam-
ily- Jesus, Mary and Joseph are the model for all 
Christian families and for domestic life in general. 
Our family life becomes holy when we live the 
life of the Church within our homes. On this day, 
we pray that all homes may be filled with the 
spirit of love, respect and understanding. 

 
Mary Kleist 

Religious Education Coordinator�

CAREERS NEWS 
 
·  William Blue College of Hospitality and Man-

agement and APM College of Business and 
Communication have provided applications for 
their 2010 Scholarships. Applications need to 
be submitted by 4 September, 2009. 

 
·  Flinders University will be offering Optometry 

and Undergraduate Medicine for the first time 
in 2010. Both courses will require applicants to 
complete the UMAT. 

 
·  Year 10 Subject Selection and Information 

Evening on Monday 18 May at the University 
of New South Wales. Registrations are now 
open and can be done at 
www.year10.unsw.edu.au . 

 
·  UTS are holding an Engineering Courses Info 

Evening on 24 June at 6pm and an Engineering 
Scholarship Info Evening on 22 July at 6pm. 
More information on the university website. 

 
·  Bedford College have provided information on 

their Children’s Services, Business, and a new 
course, Diploma in Accounting. 

 
·  The National Careers and Employment Expo is 

being held on 29-30 May  from 9-4pm at the 
Sydney Convention and Exhibition Centre. 

 
Carolyn  Cronan 
Careers Adviser 

to parents to make you aware and to warn your 
daughters about the danger of ‘Sexting’ . 
No form of unacceptable use of technology and 
bullying (including cyber bullying) is acceptable 
at Bethany College. Please refer to our anti bully-
ing policy in the College diary (pages viii –ix). 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support. 
 
Blessings for the week ahead 
 
 
 

Mrs Jenny Fowler 
Assistant Principal 

PENOLA PROGRAM NEWS 
 
CONNECTED LEARNING 
All classes are currently working on the Habits of 
Mind and have been given an assessment task to 
demonstrate their understanding of the unit so far.  
This assessment product will form the basis of 
their Connected Learning report at the end of the 
semester.  The next unit is titled “My Secondary 
Licence”  which aims to teach the students skills 
to ‘drive’  their learning.  It will cover aspects 
such as the research process, summarising and 
note-taking, effective reading and graphic organ-
isers. 
 
I have added to the Bethany College ‘Myclasses’  
area a page titled ‘Penola Homework and Study 
Help’ .  This page contains helpful links and re-
sources to support the girls in completing home-
work and assessment tasks.  It will be regularly 
updated.  Please encourage your daughter to refer 
to this page as the need arises.  There is a handy 
weekly organiser that can be printed out and filled 
in. 
 
NAPLAN tests have been completed and our 
Year 7 girls deserve to be congratulated for the 
way they conducted themselves during the tests.  
The reports will be distributed in mid-September, 
and the results will be used to plan teaching 
strategies for the students. 
 

Mr Rob Gough 
Penola Program Coordinator   
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SHAKESPEARE YOUTH FESTIVAL 
 
Year 10 Drama welcomed the Bethany 
community to come and watch our 
2009 Shakespeare Youth Festival per-
formances in the new performance 
space on the 14 May.  
 
In Bethany’s four year history participating in the 
Festival, students have been invited twice to the State 
level and received 2nd place nationally for their duo-
logue work. Congratulations to the Year 10 Drama 
Students.  
 

Sarah Samrani and Marie Sukkar  
Year 10 Drama 

SPORT NEWS  
 
SUCCESS FOR BETHANY! SYDNEY CATHOLIC 
COLLEGES SPORTS ASSOCIATION (SCC) 
 
Congratulations to our Year 7 Volleyball team and our 
Intermediate Cricket team who won their respective 
SCC grand finals at the end of term 1. Both teams 
were dominant throughout the season. The girls played 
with skill, enthusiasm and good sportsmanship. Than-
kyou to Miss Warnock for coaching the Intermediate 
Cricket team; and Mr Raftery and Mr Hulme who 
shared the coaching duties for the Year 7 Volleyball 
team. All the morning and lunchtime training sessions 
certainly paid off. 
The SCC Cross Country was held at The Crest, Bank-
stown on 30th April. Bethany College entered a small 
yet competitive team. Emily Wilson, Sarah Dufty, 
Emily Usherwood, Isabella Doyle, Claudia Cassidy, 
Mikaela Sutherland, Emily Hancock, Georgia Brady, 
Michelle Chiofalo, Georgia Koinis, Monica Quill, 
Natalie Murray and Stephanie Nicolaou.    
All girls showed great talent and hard training was 
evident in their results. The following students re-
ceived outstanding results:  
U/13:  Emily Usherwood 1st 
  Sarah Dufty 2nd   
  Isabella Doyle 3rd                                        
U/14:  Emily Hancock 1st                                                                                   
  Georgia Brady 2nd                                                                           
U/15:  Natalie Murray 4th 
 
Congratulations to Chrishele Liceralde (Year11) who 
was selected in the SCC Senior Volleyball team that 
competed at the NSWCCC Championships on 8 May. 
Sarah Dufty (Year 8) and Grace Clarke (Year 9) have 
been selected in the SCC U/15 Touch Football team 
that will compete at the Inter Diocesan CCC Champi-
onships at Fairymeadow on 3 June. 
 
Well done to the Bethany students who competed at 
the NSWCCC Swimming Championships held at the 
Sydney Olympic Aquatic Centre on Wednesday 6 

May. Tayla Rowe, Georgia Brady, Emily Spencer, 
Amber Cumming and Lillian Kaskoutas all swam 
good times on the day and represented the school, the 
Association and themselves admirably. Lillian 
Kaskoutas (Year 7) placed 3rd in the 12yrs 50m Butter-
fly event. Lillian will now compete at the NSW All 
Schools Championships on the 25 May.  
 
Congratulations to Anita Blanco (Open) and Stephanie 

Rizoski (U/15) who have been selected in the 
NSWCCC Netball teams in their respective age 
group. This is a tremendous achievement for both 
girls as the standard of netball at this level is ex-
tremely competitive. 

 
CATHOLIC GIRLS SECONDARY SCHOOLS SPORTS 
ASSOCIATION (CGSSSA) 
On Wednesday 29 April Bethany College was repre-
sented by a senior and junior team at the CGSSSA 
Soccer Gala Day. Both teams experienced great suc-
cess, winning their pools and moving through to the 
semi finals. After convincing wins both teams pro-
gressed to the finals where they lined up against pre-
vious winners Marist Sisters’ , Woolwich. The junior 
team (coached by Mr Donlan) had a close match and 
was beaten 1-0. The senior game (coached by Ms 
Kitchin) went in to extra time and after a brave fight 
went down 1-0 also. Congratulations to all the girls 
who represented the school so proudly and to Mr 
Munro for organising such a successful day. 
 
COMING EVENTS: 
 
AFL Gala Day:  20 May (Week 4) 
CGSSSA Basketball:  27 May 2009 (Week 5) 
Final trials will be held next week. Check daily news. 
CGSSSA Gymnastics: 10 June (Week 7) 
SCC Dance:  26 June (Week 9) 
Athletics Carnival:  10 July (Week 11) 
                                          Sylvania Waters Athletic Track 

 
Cath Summons 

Sports Coordinator 
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THINK CLIMATE, THINK CHANGE  
COMPETITION – YEARS 7-9 
 

Students at Bethany are challenged by 
Senator Penny Wong, the Federal Gov-
ernment Minister for Climate Change and 
Water, to use their creative talents to an-
swer the question: What does climate 

change mean to me?  Students may express their re-
sponses in a variety of ways including short stories, 
artwork, poetry or songs. Great prizes to be won in-
cluding a trip to Canberra; Nintendo Wii; iPod touch 
and iPod Nano, and lots more… Entries close 24 
June. See Mrs Russo for details. 

THE TRUTH WILL SET YOU FREE 
 

Students in Years 10, 11 and 12 are 
invited to attend a free night of 
World Youth Day-style Catechesis. 
 
The evening will be run by Catholic 
Youth Services and feature guest 
speaker Bishop Anthony Fisher and 
a message from Cardinal George 
Pell. The focus of the night is “The 

truth will set you free”  (John 8:32) which was devel-
oped during this year’s Pentecost consultation with 
the youth of Sydney. 
 
The evening will be held on 29 May at the Hall of 
Bethlehem and De La Salle Colleges, 18-24 Bland St, 
Ashfield from 7.00-9.30pm. 
 
Please see Mr Nolan for further information or if you 
would like to attend as seats are limited. 

 

Chris Nolan 
Leadership Facilitator 

BETHANY SCIENTIST IN ACTION #8 
 

Amelia Martyn graduated from Bethany in 1995.  
She completed a degree in Horticultural Science and 
a PhD from Sydney University.  Amelia works at 
Mount Annan Botanic Garden studying native plant 
seeds, particularly germination, breaking seed dor-
mancy and working out seed lifespan.  

Dr Lynette Trent 
Science Coordinator 

    
 
 
 
 
 

Amelia working in the seed 
lab. (Botanic Gardens Trust/
Jaime Plaza) 
 

 

(1)  What sparked your  interest in Science? 
Family who encouraged me to be outdoors - picnics, 
bushwalking, looking at plants and insects.  
 
(2)  What did you do at University? 
Undergraduate degree in Horticultural Science + 
PhD. Both at University of Sydney.  
 
(3)  What Science career  are you involved in and 
why? 
I work at Mount Annan Botanic Garden (near 
Campbelltown in SW Sydney) as a scientist study-
ing native plant seeds, particularly germination, 
breaking seed dormancy and working out seed life-
span.  
 
(4)  What Science subject/s did you study at 
Bethany? 
I studied Physics and Chemistry (no Biology, al-
though it would have been helpful!) 
 
(5)  Give current students some advice on what 
helped you in your  Yr  11 &  12 courses. 
Plan assignments and exam preparation well before-
hand, make a timetable for study and stick to it, and 
don©t forget to take regular breaks to relax with 
friends and have fun.  
 
(6)  What is University like compared to school? 
You need to be much more independent, ask lots of 
questions if you need further explanation, and 
take the initiative to pursue what interests you 
(asking about different subject combinations, doing 

work experience in the last couple of years of your 
degree in the areas you might like to work, doing an 
exchange year overseas). As well as sticking to the 
good study/assigment routine you developed at 
school of course! 
 
(9)Anything else you can think of to promote Sci-
ence? 
See  profiles of women in Australian science 
http://www.wisenet-australia.org/scifutures.htm 
http://www.wisenet-australia.org/profilesindex.html. 
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YOUTH MASS  
Mater Dei Church Blakehurst is having a Youth 
Mass 6:00pm followed by a sausage sizzle this Sun-
day 17 May. All welcome. 

Marist College Kogarah is celebrating its centen-
ary this year with a series of events and functions. 
  
The main celebrations will be held on Friday 22 
May with a Centenary Mass at St Mary’s Cathe-
dral, and Saturday 23 May with an Open Day at 
the College and Centenary Dinner at Bankstown 
Sports Club. 
  
If you are an ex-student or know an ex-student 
and would like details of the Centenary celebra-
tions, please phone 9587 3211 or email centen-
ary@mckogarah.catholic.edu.au or visit the col-
lege website  at www.mck.edu.au 

COMBINED EX STUDENT’S  
COMMITTEE 

 
Position Vacant: 
We are seeking enthusiastic and interested for-
mer students of St Mary’s, St Joseph’s and Beth-
any College to organise our second Ex Students 
Annual Dinner to be held on Saturday 29 Au-
gust, 2009. 
 
Ideally, we hope to form a small committee of ex 
students who are able to attend a preliminary 
meeting on Tuesday 2 June between 7:30 – 9:00 
pm in the Staff Common Room, Bethany Hurst-
ville to plan our function.  Supper will be pro-
vided. 
 
Last year’s Dinner was well attended and a huge 
success and we want to make this year’s even 
bigger and better!  If you are interested and will-
ing to put in a bit of hard work please contact 
Ann James or Wendy Munro on 8566 0711 or 
email info@bethanyhurstville.catholic.edu.au. 
 
EX STUDENTS CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
Tuesday   Committee meeting for 
2 June   Ex Students Dinner 
7:30–9:00pm Staff Common Room,  
   Bethany Hurstville  
 

Saturday   Combined Ex Students   
29 August  Annual Dinner, 
   The Bethany Centre,  
   Yallunga,  Bethany Hurstville. 
   Details to be finalised. 
 

Fr iday   Back to St Mary’s Star of the 
30 October  Sea Social Night. 
6:30 – 8:30pm The Bethany Centre,  
   Yallunga Bethany Hurstville.  
Former students of St Mary’s Star of the Sea 
High School, Hurstville are invited to a social 
evening to reconnect and remember your school 
days.  Spread the word!! 
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  MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 
Week 1 
Day 1 
  

27 April 
Public Holiday 
ANZAC HOLIDAY 

28 April 
Term 2 starts 
ANZAC CEREMONY 
  

29 April 
CGSSSA Soccer 
  

30 April 
SCC X Country 

1 May 
Debating 
Peer Support – Day 
2 
  

Week 2 
Day 6 
  

4 May 
Parent/Teacher Inter-
views 
Years 7-11 
1.30pm – 7.30pm 
  

5 May 
Parent/Teacher Inter-
views Years 7, 8, 9 & 
10 
10:00 am – 3.30pm 
  

6 May 
Year 11 Assessment 
& Exc. Free 
CCC Swimming 
SCC Touch Trials 
3.30 -4.30pm 
  

7 May 
Year 11 Assessment 
& Exc. Free 
Year Assemblies 
SCC Rd 1 

8 May 
Year 11 Assessment 
& Exc. free 
Debating 
Year 10 Social Jus-
tice Day 

  
Week 3 
Day 1 
  

11 May 
Year 11 Assessment 
Year 11 interviews 

12 May 
NAPLAN 
Year 11 Assessment 
  

13 May 
NAPLAN 
Year 11 Assessment 
SCC AFL Year 8,10 
&12 

14 May 
NAPLAN 
Shakespeare Festival 
Year 11 Assessment 

15 May 
Year 11 Assessment 
Debating 
 Year 9,10 & 12  
Marist/Bethany Ital-
ian study day 

Week 4 
Day 6 
  

18 May 
Year 10 Assessment 
& Exc. Free 
7:30pm P& F Meeting  

19 May 
Year 10 Assessment 
& Exc Free 
Year 12 P/T Interviews 
4:00 – 7:00 

20 May 
Year 10 Assessment 
& Exc Free 
  

21 May 
Year 10 Assessment 
& Exc Free 
School Assembly 
 

22 May 
Year 10 Assessment 
& Exc Free 
Debating 

Week 5 
Day 1 
  
Ascension 

25 May 
Year 10 Assessment 
Mary Help of Chris-
tians 
  

26 May 
Year 10 Assessment 
National Sorry Day 
  

27 May 
Year 12 Retreat 
Year 10 Assessment 
CGSSSA Basketball 
  

28 May 
Year 12 Retreat 
Year 10 Assessment 
  

29 May 
Year 12 Retreat 
Year 10 Assessment 
Debating 

Week 6 
Day 6 
  
Pentecost 

1 June 
7:30pm Ex Students 
Committee Meeting 

2 June 
Bethany Advisory 
Council 
  

3 June 
  

4 June 
Year Team meetings 
  

5 June 
World Environment 
Day 
Peer Support –Day 3 

Week 7 
Day 1 
  
Trinity 

8 June 
Public Holiday 
  

9 June 
Staff Development 
Day 
  

10 June 
CGSSSA Gymnastics 
  

11 June 
No Sport 
Year 12 Careers after-
noon 

12 June 
  

Week 8 
Day 6 
  

15 June 
  

16 June 
  

17 June 
Performance Evening 
  

18 June 
Performance Evening 
Year Assemblies 

19 June 
 

Week 9 
Day 1 
Work placement 
Yr Hospitality 
and Business 
Services all 
week 

22 June 
  

23 June 
  

24 June 
Year 12 Maths Inc. 
  

25 June 
  

26 June 
SCC Dance 
  
  

Week 10 
Day 6 
  

29 June 30 June 
  

1 July 
  

2 July 
HSC Dance Trials 
(6pm onwards) 
School Assembly 

3 July 
  

Week 11 
Day 1 

6 July 
Year 9  History Exc. 
HPV Vac 9am– 12 
Year 7 & 10 

7 July 
Year 10 Drama Inc. 
11.30am 

8 July 
  

9 July 
SCC Grand F 

10 July 
Term 2 Ends 
Athletics’ Carnival 
Sylvania 
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