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Dear Parents, Students and Friends of Bethany 
College, 
 
In celebration of National Sorry Day in this UN 
Year of Reconciliation we prayed in our Home 
Rooms,  using the words of Oodgeroo Noonuccal, 
the patron of one of Bethany’s Houses. 

“Make us equals, not dependents. 
We need help, not exploitation, 
We want freedom, not frustration; 
Not control, but self-reliance, 
Independence, not compliance, not rebuff, but 
education, 
Self-respect, not resignation.”  

Aboriginal Charter of Rights,  
Oodgeroo Noonuccal, 1962 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO BETHANY 
HELPERS AND PERFORMERS AT ST  
MICHAEL’S CENTENARY CELEBRATION 
 
Many Bethany students helped to make the cele-
bration of St Michael’s Parish Centenary very 
special – we thank you all:  
Alice Jones- Rabbitt, Amelia Trypis, Nichola 
Rhind,  Mary Hooper, Emily and April Hebbard, 
Soya Thippawal, Tamara Temaipi.  We also con-
gratulate Natalie Colussi on her Dance item, Soya 
Thippawal on her solo piano performance, and all 
the members of the Bethany Jazz Band.  Thanks 
also to the hard-working staff who helped: Mrs 
Fowler, Mrs Lee, Mr Connor, Mrs Allan, Ms 
Maguire and Mrs Bennie. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
BETHANY PARENTS AND FRIENDS  
UPDATE 
 
Thanks to Mr John Anderson, father of Chantel, 
Year 7, who has volunteered to help with the 
leadership of the Bethany Parents and Friends As-
sociation, along with Mr Frank Tawil, for the next 
few months.  We send our prayers and apprecia-
tion to Mr Mark Wombey, and hope that Mrs 
Wombey will be on the road to full health again 
very soon. 
 
A lively meeting was held on Monday 15 May, 
and an energetic committee will be meeting at the 
College on Tuesday 2 June to begin planning a P 
and F Trivia Night to be held on Friday 18 Sep-
tember.  Please keep the date free, and all willing 
helpers will be welcomed at the planning meeting 
on 2 June, 7.30pm. 



It was decided at the meeting that the P and F 
levy  funds raised in 2009-2010 will be allocated 
to help pay for part of the cost of air conditioning 
in the expanded and refurbished College Library. 
 
BUILDING THE EDUCATION  
REVOLUTION GRANT TO BETHANY 
COLLEGE - $200 000 
 
We are delighted to have been advised of a grant 
from the Australian Government of $200 000 
which will  be used to enclose a verandah for a 
student locker area, upgrade student toilets and 
some class room refurbishment.  These areas are 
not due to be upgraded as part of the next stage of 
the development of Bethany College, but will 
greatly enhance the amenity of the College for 
staff and students. 
 
STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY –  
NO CLASSES – TUESDAY 9 JUNE 
 
No classes will be held on Tuesday 9 June as staff 
will be working on improving the teaching pro-
grams to address the needs of Middle School 
learners, and on increasing the use of strategies 
that address the specific learning needs of individ-
ual students across all stages.  Support staff will 
focus on juggling the work-life balance and on 
cross-training to increase the flexible use of staff 
resources across the whole range of support roles. 
 
Any parent wishing to arrange supervision at 
school for her daughter on the day should contact 
Mrs Fowler through the College Office. 
 
DEBATING NEWS AND THANKS TO THE 
BETHANY SUPPORTERS 

 
The Bethany Year 9 Debating Team are unde-
feated, having won last Friday evening in their 
battle with the boys from Marist College, Par-
ramatta.  All other teams from Years 7, 8 and 10 
also performed admirably but were defeated on 
the night.  Thanks to the great band of staff and 
students who hosted the debates and provided a 
warm welcome and a delicious supper on a very 
bitter and wet night.  Good luck to the teams in 
tonight’s final round at Santa Sabina College. 
 
PRAYERS PLEASE 
 
Please pray for the Bethany Community members 
who are unwell or recovering from serious illness 
at present:  Fr Frank Bendeich, College Chaplain, 
Mrs Vara Wombey, Dr Lynette Trent, Mrs Anne-
Maree Donnelly and Mr Steve Donlan. 
 
Recently we have welcomed back to Bethany Ms 
Corinne Warnock, Mrs Alison Kritzler, Mrs 
Elizabeth Tyacke, Mrs Lynne Taylor, Mr Morgan 
O’Shea, who are all wonderful supporting relief 
teachers at various times.  We have also wel-
comed Mrs Mary Muscat, new to Bethany and 
teaching Science classes and Acting Science Co-
ordinator as well. 

 
 
 

Frances Warner 
Principal 

A REFLECTION ON PENTECOST 

Pentecost Sunday, which concludes the Easter 
Season, is a glorious day in which we commemo-
rate the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the Apos-
tles and Mary in the Upper Room where they 
gathered. They were transformed into courageous 
witnesses to their faith, and from that upper room 
eventually went out to all parts of the earth to 
spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. It is for 
this reason that Pentecost Sunday is called the 
Birthday of the Church.  
 
Like the disciples going to the upper room, we 
must go to a place where God’s Spirit can appear 
to us. Such a place might be at our church, but it 
could just as well be in the silence of our heart. 
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PENOLA PROGRAM NEWS 

On 7 May, Year  8 watched a presentation on the 
dangers of cyberbulling. Kellie Britnell taught us 
about the dangers of cyberbullying, including 
some factors such as sexting, child pornography, 
suggestive images and the risks associated with 
social networking sites. We were shown a video 
from the UK “Delete Bullying”  campaign. It was 
very intriguing and showed us the damage cyber-
bullying can inflict on a person. Year 8 are now 
aware of the effects of cyberbullying and this ex-
perience has enlightened us on the subject of cy-
berbullying and made us more aware of its ef-
fects. 

 Ivana Devcic and Andrea Fadel 
Year 8 

YEAR 7 SRC  REPRESENTATIVES  
COMMISSIONED  
 
Congratulations to the following girls who were 
elected and commissioned as the Year 7 SRC rep-
resentatives for 2009: 

 
Natasha Trifunovska  Natalie Krstevski 
Katharina Miller Bock  Peta Dahdah  
Elizabeth Robinson  Michaella Garcia 
 
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 
 
Congratulations go to Stephanie Soubris of Year 
7 who received a Dionysios Solomos Award at 
the University of Sydney in May. These Awards 
recognise excellence and promote the study of 
Greek Language. 
 
Stephanie was also a recipient of a Minister’s 
Award for Excellence in Student Achievement— 
Community Languages, for Modern Greek. She 
received this award at the University of New 
South Wales late last year. 
 
To add to her list of achievements, Stephanie was 
the narrator at the Sydney Festival Greek Inde-
pendence Day Festivities and appeared on stage 
before 10,000 people to introduce performers and 
to recite the heroic struggle for the Greek people 
in both English and Greek. What a wonderful 
achievement Stephanie—We are very proud of 
you! 
 

Julie Keogh  
Year 7 Coordinator 
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Wherever it is, there we must wait in joyful hope 
for God’s coming. 
 
As we wait, we must clear our minds to receive 
the Holy Spirit. Hearts that are full of other wants 
and desires are like busy schedules with no time 
left to receive visitors. Let’s make room in our 
hearts for the Holy Spirit. 

 
Mary Kleist 

Religious Education Coordinator�



VISUAL ARTS DEPARTMENT  
 
Congratulations to two of our top Visual Art stu-
dents in Year 11 who have been successful in 
gaining a place in the National Art School©s Inten-
sive Studio Practice 2009. They are Roslyn 
Coutinho who will complete a two week study in 
Digital Studio and Amoy Chen who will complete 
a similar two week study in Drawing. The Na-
tional Art School©s selection process is extensive 
and it is rewarding to know that our students rate 
amongst the best applicants in the state. These 
courses take place during the term vacations so it 
is wonderful to see our girls extend themselves 
and enjoy their art making passion. 

 
 Maria Lambert  

Visual Arts Coordinator 

SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL 
 
On Thursday night, 14th May, 
our Year 10 drama class per-
formed some amazing plays 
for the Shakespeare Festival. 
The night started with a group 
performance from Henry V 
Chorus.  Then seven excerpts 
taken from other Shakespeare plays were per-
formed as duologues including: The Merchant of 
Venice, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Romeo 
and Juliet, The Comedy of Errors, Much Ado 
About Nothing, As You Like It and Macbeth. 
 
Our class has been working extremely hard on 
these performances for the last two months. It was 
a very challenging experience; however we all 
rose to the occasion with great enthusiasm. 
 
Overall, the hard work and enthusiasm delivered a 
very entertaining and successful show, which was 
a great opening to our newly completed perform-
ance space. It was a fun and enjoyable night, one 
that we will remember forever. 
Thank you to Ms Farmer for all her hard work 
and dedication.  
 
Congratulations to our whole class and thank you 
to all who came and were involved!    

 
Monica Quill 

Year 10  

ENGLISH FACULTY REPORT 
 
As we are rapidly moving towards the mid-way 
stage of the year it is important that we look back 
at what has been achieved so far in 2009 by the 
students and the English Faculty and what lies 
ahead in the second half of the year. 
 
Students in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 have successfully 
competed in Public Speaking and Debating Com-
petitions. Students across Stage 4 and Stage 5 
have been encouraged to enter Writing Competi-
tions and to participate in the Premier’s Reading 
Challenge and the ICAS English Competition. 
 
Towards the end of Term 2 Year 10 will be at-
tending a Shakespeare on Trial theatrical perform-
ance featuring the play Romeo and Juliet. This 
theatrical experience will further enhance the 
knowledge and understanding that the students 
have gained through their study of a Shakespear-
ean play in class during Term 2. 
 
Year 12 and Year 10 will be facing a challenging 
Term 3 as they prepare, in earnest, for the Trial 
Higher School Certificate and the Trial School 
Certificate English Examinations respectively. It 
is important that all Year 12 students revise their 
HSC texts thoroughly and in particular practise 
their essay writing skills. For Year 10 students it 
is important that they all take time out to revise 
their reading, writing and comprehension skills. 
 
I look forward to seeing all students continuing to 
display the same level of enthusiasm and commit-
ment to their English studies and an overall suc-
cessful 2009. 

 
Con Raptis 

English Coordinator 
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LIBRARY NEWS 
 
There are some great web-
sites available on the Inter-
net. Here is a selection of 
new ones I found while 
reading one of my Library 
journals: 
 
Australia©s Pr ime Ministers – A National Ar-
chives of Australia Project  http://
primeministers.naa.gov.au/. Comprehensive bio-
graphical information about each of Australia©s 
Prime Ministers is available here for students. Al-
lied information includes a Flash timeline, search-
able fast facts, a glossary, key personnel associ-
ated with each PM and an intriguing researcher©s 
portal. 
 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
http://www.dfat.gov.au/GEO/. Authoritative in-
formation on almost 240 countries is available 
from Australia©s Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade. Entries for most countries include re-
cent data regarding history, people, government, 
the economy, travel advice and foreign relations. 
 
Exploratree http://www.exploratree.org.uk/ 
Exploratree features innovative and interactive 
templates that incorporate thinking skills for a 
variety of applications. The applications include 
ideas development, problem solving, analysis, 
topic comparisons, PMI (Plus Minus Interesting) 
and reverse planning. 
 
Immune Attack http://fas.org/immuneattack/ 
Senior secondary science students can undertake a 
series of interactive video games that will en-
hance their understanding of the workings of the 
human immune and circulation systems. Teachers 
are catered for with lesson plans and extension 
work. 
 
MathMovesU.com: Explore, Have Fun and 
Pick Up Cool Math Skills! http://
www.mathmovesu.com/ . A captivating mathe-
matics website for students in Years 5–8, Math-
MovesU incorporates a variety of mathematics 
themes. Students can take the opportunity to delve 
further into topics through embedded links to 
other websites. 

NASA Earth Observatory http://
earthobservatory.nasa.gov/. Hosted by NASA, 
this website focuses on changes to the Earth©s cli-
mate and environment. Utilising the scientific re-
sources of NASA, students can access satellite 
imagery, computer data, in-the-field research and 
recent scientific publications. Most materials are 
copyright free and can be re-published. 
 
ReadWriteThink: Student Mater ials: Comic 
Creator  http://www.readwritethink.org/
student_mat/student_material.asp?id=21. Part of a 
larger site emanating from the International Read-
ing Association and the (US) National Council of 
Teachers of English, this website enables students 
to create their own comic strips, emphasising 
background, characters and dialogue. Features 
include the Comic Strip Planning Sheet. 
 
Stop Climate Change. Greenpeace Interna-
tional. http://www.greenpeace.org/international/
campaigns/climate-change. Greenpeace is chal-
lenging people around the globe to take part in an 
energy revolution by stopping reliance on nuclear 
and fossil fuels and embracing renewable energy. 
Details of the blueprint for this energy revolution 
are provided. 
 
Visual Dictionary Online http://visual.merriam-
webster.com/index.php. This innovative diction-
ary website uses text, graphics and animation to 
connect words with images. With over 20,000 
entries, students and teachers will be fascinated 
by the visual information displayed. 
 
Your  Shot – National Geographic magazine 
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/your-shot/
your-shot. Visual arts teachers and students can 
access a range of evocative and intriguing photo-
graphs which are changed daily. Viewers are en-
couraged to submit a favourite photo for possible 
publication or to vote on the daily selection. 
 
Hope these will be of interest to you, keep on 
reading! 
 

Karen Law 
 Teacher Librarian 
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CAREER NEWS  
 
·  The University of Newcastle is holding a 

Summer School for Year 9 girls in mathemat-
ics, science and computing. You do not need 
to be top in these courses but interested in 
learning and improving your chances for the 
future. More information available in the Ca-
reers Centre or at www.newcastle.edu.au/unit/
equity-diversity/girls-maths-science-summer-
school. 

 
·  Siemens Science Exper ience The Siemens 

Science Experience is a fun three days of sci-
ence activities for Year 9 students. Each pro-
gram is designed to provide those who have an 
interest in science with an opportunity to en-
gage in a wide range of fascinating science 
activities under the guidance of scientists who 
love their work. More information and appli-
cation forms are available on the website: 
www.scienceexperience.com.au. 
Cost $105. (Sponsorship may be available 
through Rotary Clubs.)  
Dates of courses and close of applications: 
University of New South Wales, 9-11 Sept 09  
Applications close 7 August 2009. 
University of Sydney 13-15 January 2010 
Applications close 30 October 2009. 
University of Technology, 1-3 December 2009 
Applications close 30 October 2009. 
University of Wollongong 20-22 January 2010 
Applications close 30 October 2009. 

·  Aviation Careers Expo will be held at Bank-
stown Airport on Wednesday 12 August. 

 
·  YouTube 20 New Videos Now Online You-

Tube Update – 20 new career videos to watch 
on the Work That Matters channel. 

 
·  Career  Wr ite Competition with St George 

Workplace Learning Partnership. Starts: 18th 
May and closes: 25 June 2009. Flyers coming 
soon. 

 
·  Applications for  the UTS Cooperative 

Scholarship for the Bachelor of Accounting, 
valued at $34,500, close on 12 June,  2009. 
Any interested student should see Mrs Cronan 
immediately. 

 
·  Careers Evening: Wednesday 23 September 

– For Parents and their students. Civic Thea-
tre,  Hurstville Entertainment Centre. MacMa-
hon St, Hurstville. Enquiries: 9582 2811. 

 
·  Nominations for  Rockdale Council©s Youth 

Council are open for this new Committee of 
Rockdale City Council. Council is looking for 
motivated, dependable and positive commu-
nity representatives who can advocate on be-
half of the community as well as raise aware-
ness and understanding of needs and issues 
affecting local youths (12 - 25 year olds) 
within the local community. Membership of 
the Youth Council is expressly detailed in the 
Terms of Reference, part of the nomination 
form which is available for download from 
Council©s website: www.rockdale.nsw.gov.au 
or contact Claire Scott, Service Development 
Specialist on (02) 9562 1850. Send completed 
forms to Rockdale City Council, 2 Bryant 
Street, Rockdale NSW 2216. 

 
·  Raffles College of Design and Commerce 

have provided information regarding their 
scholarship program for 2010 in the Bachelor 
of Commerce, Bachelor of Design and Bache-
lor of Arts (Visual Communication). Closing 
date 30 September 2009.  

 
·  Bedford College Courses information in Ac-

counting, Business and Child Care are now 
available. 

BETHANY/MARIST ITALIAN STUDY DAY 
 

Last week elective Italian students visited Marist 
College Kogarah for an Italian study day. Stu-
dents were able to participate in different activi-
ties with an Italian focus. Year 12 had some in-
tense HSC study preparation to focus on and 
cooked a delicious Italian lunch for everyone. The 
juniors watched a film in Italian and participated 
in games like bocce, on-line Italian games and 
some speaking practice. The day ended with ge-
lato and frutta. Thank you to all students for their 
enthusiasm and cooperation throughout the day. 

 
Rachael Colreavy 

Languages Teacher in Charge 
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·  APM College of Business and Communica-
tion have opened their scholarship applications 
for 2010. Courses covered include Marketing, 
event management, public relations, journal-
ism, sports marketing, entertainment and music 
marketing. Closes on 4 September 2009. 

 
·  Engineer ing Course Info Evening at UTS 

will be held on 24 June at 6pm and an Engi-
neering Scholarship Info Evening on 22 July at 
6pm. This would be suitable for either Year 11 
or 12 students. 

 
·  Customs Careers: Any student in Year 11 or 

12 interested in a career in customs needs to 
see Mrs Cronan as soon as possible. 

 
·  Forensic Scientist Half Day Seminar  featuring 

forensic scientists, investigators and lawyers 
who will discuss their career paths, experiences 
and be available for questions and information 
from NSW universities offering studies relevant 
to Forensic Science. 
DATE:   Saturday 11 July 2009    
TIME:   9:00am - 1:30pm  
VENUE:  The University of Technology,  
   Sydney  (UTS)  
   Broadway Campus   
COST:   $30 per person  
Who should attend? Anyone wanting to learn 
more about the “ real”  world of forensic science, 
policing and law. Please note some material 
may be graphic, hence attendants must be mini-
mum 16 years (age restriction will be strictly 
observed). To attend Allocation Number is re-
quired. Send an email to the address below and 
ask for an Allocation Number and record this 
number on the Registration Form available from 
nswbranch@anzfss.org.au. 

 
·  Faculty of Science, UNSW Parent and stu-

dent Information Evening 
DATE:  Thursday, 28 May 2009 
WHERE: Leighton Hall,  

     The John Niland  
     Scientia Building  

TIME:   6.00pm – 8.30pm  
PROGRAM INCLUDES: 
Introducing the Faculty of Science  
·  Overview of Science programs 
·  Career opportunities 
·  Scholarships and Prizes 

·  Student life at UNSW 
·  Opportunity to speak with current students, 

academic and admission staff.  
For further enquiries phone (02) 9385 7307 
or email d.bailey@unsw.edu.au. Registration 
is essential at: www.science.unsw.edu.au. 
 

·  University of Wollongong Open Night  will 
be held on Wednesday 10 June 5.00pm - 
8.30pm at the University of Wollongong 
Open Night Program: 
5.00pm – 7.30pm  UOW Uni Services Expo 
6.00pm – 6.40pm  1st Faculty Session 
6.50pm – 7.30pm  2nd Faculty Session 
7.40pm – 8.20pm  3rd Faculty Session 
Bookings are essential – To reserve a place 
book online or call 1300 367 869. 
 

·  The University of Wollongong is holding 
three Information Evenings for Years 7-10 
students and their parents. Attendees will gain 
information on Year 11 and 12 subject selec-
tion, scaling and admission into university. 
DATE:  15 June 2009  
TIME:   6.30pm - 8.30pm 
WHERE:  Sutherland Entertainment  
   Centre, Sutherland 
DATE:  22 June 2009  
TIME:   6.30pm - 8.30pm  
WHERE:  University of Wollongong  
   Shoalhaven Campus 
DATE:  30 June 2009 
TIME:   6.30pm - 8.30pm 
WHERE:  University of Wollongong  
   University Hall  
Book online or call 1300 367 869 for further 
information. 

 
·  St Patr ick’s Business College Open Day is 

on 14 June from 11:00am – 1:00pm.  
More details on www.stpatsbuscol.com.au.  

 
·  Ear ly Achievers Program. Information on 

this program offered at the Australian Catholic 
University is now available in the Careers 
Centre or on www.acu.edu.au/earlyachievers. 

 
You can obtain more information on all the 

above at the Careers Centre. 
 

Mrs Carolyn Cronan 
Careers Coordinator 
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