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Dear Parents, Students and Friends of Bethany 
College, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This Sunday is Corpus Christi Sunday, the great 
feast which celebrates the gift of the Eucharist, 
Christ with us in our day to day lives through the 
great sacrament of Holy Communion. In the new 
Australian film, Missing Water, shown at the Syd-
ney Film Festival this week, we see the desperate 
prayers of an older Vietnamese man on a small 
rotting fishing boat as he and three others drift at 
sea in their attempt to escape war torn Vietnam in 
the 1970s.  The images of these four starving, 
thirsty humans, beaten and raped by pirates, shar-
ing their last drops of water and morsels of 
spoiled food, hoping against all odds to survive, 
and trusting in God and each other is a powerful 
reminder of how each of us needs others and 
needs our God.  The Eucharist is our great gift 
that can support us in our struggles to survive – 
may we never take it for granted. 
 
If there is hunger anywhere in the world, 

 then our celebration of the Eucharist 
 is incomplete everywhere in the world. 

Pedro Arrupe SJ, former Jesuit superior general 

PRAYERS PLEASE 
 
Please keep Fr Frank, our much loved College 
Chaplain, in your prayers as he recovers from re-
cent surgery.  We all miss his gentle presence 
when he is not well, and thank him for his enor-
mous contribution to the community and liturgical 
life of the school.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO YEAR 8  
STUDENTS OF EXCELLENCE 
 
The following year 8 students were recently pre-
sented with Principal’s Awards as Students of Ex-
cellence: 
 
Chelsea Salcedo   Casey Ward 
Johanna Anderson  Cassandra Molloy 
Joanna Nunez Rosales  Lauren Petrovski 
Samantha Scarlato  Aquilline Chinyani 
Crystal Minh Wong   Aleena Sunn 
Lauren Farias   Amber Cumming 
Mary Eskander   Lauren Marcos 
 
PRODUCTIVE WHOLE SCHOOL STAFF 
DEVELOPMENT DAY 
 
On Tuesday 9 June all staff were involved in sub-
stantial professional learning – reports from re-
cent conferences on Middle Schooling were 
shared so that all continue to contribute to the 
shaping of the Penola Program for Year 7 and 8 
students, curriculum teams refined teaching pro-
grams and assessment, training was undertaken to 
equip staff in the safe use of new equipment, and 
the support staff took part in sessions on finding 
the balance between work demands and care of 



 
 
 
 
 

2010 ENROLMENTS 
 
The final interviews for Year 7 2010 will be held 
in the next few days – please ensure that any 
Catholic families hoping to enrol their daughters 
at Bethany for next year have already sent in their 
applications so they will not be disappointed. 
 
Year 11 enrolments for 2010 need to be con-
firmed by all families with girls currently in Year 
10 so that any vacancies can be offered to girls in 
other families who wish to complete Years 11 and 
12 at Bethany College.  Year 10 girls have been 
given letters about this – replies are to be returned 
by Friday 19 June. 
 

Mrs Frances Warner 
 
 
 

Principal 
 

ourselves, along with an update on Child Protec-
tion issues and new procedures for responding to 
a lockdown event.  Thanks to all parents for your 
support in enabling this valuable day of profes-
sional learning for staff.  We are grateful for the 
support of Mr Adrian Eussen, PDHPE Adviser, 
and Mrs Carol Amorim, Vocational Education 
Adviser, who joined us for part of the day. 
 
ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
 
The 2009 Bethany College Athletics Carnival will 
be held on Friday 10 July at Sylvania Waters Ath-
letics Field, Box Rd, Sylvania Waters. A separate 
letter has been sent home with all details – stu-
dents may  arrange transportation directly to and 
from the venue or can come to school and travel 
by bus to and from the venue – prompt replies are 
needed from all families to ensure the appropriate 
bus bookings.  The carnival will be structured so 
as to enable all students to compete either at par-
ticipation or championship level in the full pro-
gram.  Parents are warmly invited to join us for 
the day, and volunteers for helping with the vari-
ous events will be welcomed. 
 
SHAKESPEARE PERFORMANCES 17 AND 
18 JUNE 
 
This performance of The Compleat Works of 
Wllm Shakspr will be held in the Yallunga Per-
formance Space on Wednesday 17 June and 
Thursday 18 June at 7:30pm. 
 
SCHOOL FEES  
 
All fees for terms 1 and 2 should have now been 
paid or contact made to arrange payments.  Par-
ents are reminded that there is a very confidential 
process for fee help in any case of financial hard-
ship.  Simply contact either Mr Lachlan Skeen or 
myself through the College office.  No family 
should ever consider taking a child out of a 
Catholic school because of school fees, but I do 
ask that we meet to make arrangements for fee 
reduction if necessary. 
 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION HAPPENINGS 
 
Sunday 14 June is the celebration of the feast of 
the Body and Blood of Christ. We celebrate Jesus© 
desire to continue being with us, to keep nourish-
ing us as often as we share in his memory. 
Through the Eucharist, Catholics are strengthened 
for the journey of life and we give thanks. 

 
YEAR 12 RETREAT 2009 

Year 12 students participated in their Retreat ex-
periences at the end of May at the Edmund Rice 
Retreat and Conference Centre, Mulgoa and Kiah 
Ridge Conference Centre, Tahmoor. 
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Thank you to the Year 12 students who fully par-
ticipated in the Retreat experiences, the staff that 
generously gave of their time to run the Retreats 
and Fr Frank and Fr Brendan who joined the 
groups and celebrated the Sacraments of Recon-
ciliation and Eucharist. A special thank you to 
Mrs Warner who was a visitor at both Retreat 
venues. 

Here are some of the reflections from some Year 
12 students: 
What was the high point of the Retreat for you? 
 

·  The affirmations from those in my small 
group. Sometimes you just need to hear 
these sorts of things from others. 

·  When we discussed our relationship with 
God. It gave me an understanding of how 
others view God. 

·  The small group sessions were valuable as 
we were able to take time to talk with oth-
ers. 

·  The celebration of the Mass. It was dark it, 
was quiet and we gathered to share the 
Eucharist together. It will be a Mass I will 

never forget. 
·  The Sacrament of Reconciliation was a 

touching and spiritual experience. 
·  The journaling was special because it was 

relaxing and reflective for me. 
·  The high points for me were the moments 

alone that we were given. I really enjoyed 
just being on my own. 

Mary Kleist 

DEBATING 
 
The initial rounds of the debating season are over 
and congratulations to our four teams who de-
bated brilliantly.  
 
The Year Nine debating team, Judiel Garcia, 
Emma Thompson and Rachael McGinty have, for 
the second year running,  made it through to the 
quarter finals.  They debated against Marist Col-
lege, Pagewood and were rewarded with a clear 
win. They move on now to debate this Friday eve-
ning against St Mary©s Cathedral College. We 
wish them luck in this competition which be-
comes more and more challenging every week. 
 
A final vote of thanks must be offered to Andrea 
Fadel of year eight who stepped in at the last min-
ute to debate for the year eight team in their final 
debate last week at Santa Sabina.  
 

Ms Lisa Field 
Debating Coordinator 
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WORLDSKILLS COMPETITION 
 
On 26 May many nervous but highly skilled Hos-
pitality and Business Services students from Beth-
any participated in the WorldSkills School Com-
petition. In Hospitality the students were required 
to prepare dishes based on a given menu in a four 
hour time frame. The six students did an amazing 
job of preparing, cooking and presenting a very 
appetising finished product as can be seen from 
the accompanying photos. Each student was 
judged on very specific criteria and the three can-
didates selected to go through to the Regional 
competition to be held at Loftus TAFE at the end 
of June were Natalie Pehm, Allison McCallum, 
Alana Valente. 

 
The Business Services competition required stu-
dents to complete a number of office based tasks 
within two periods. Each student was expected to 
meet industry standards in letter writing, faxing, 
photocopying and mailing. As in Hospitality the 
criteria are quite explicit and students were under 
pressure to meet all standards.  The standard 
amongst the students was very high with only 4 
marks out of a possible 100 separating 5 students. 
Stefanie LaDelfa, Christina Gavrielatos and Mi-
chelle Ellias have been selected to go through to 

the next round to be held at Hornsby TAFE in 
June. 
 
Mrs Carol Amorim, Vocational EducatonAdviser 
for the Eastern Region CEO, supported Bethany 
on the day. She  was full of praise for the quality 
of the students’  work and for the mature approach 
the students showed in preparing for the competi-
tion.  
Thanks go to Mrs Vivian Kalaitzis for judging the 
Hospitality Competition and to all the teaching 
staff who gave support to the girls. 
 

Mrs Carolyn Cronan 
Careers Adviser 

SPORT NEWS  
 
Congratulations to the following girls who were 
selected in the SCC Open Soccer team that com-
peted at the NSWCCC Football Championships 
held in Wollongong last week:  
 Stephanie Usherwood Year 11 
 Ashleigh Pitcher  Year 9 
 Georgia Koinis Year 8 
 Emily Usherwood Year 8 
 Katherina Miller Bock Year 7 
From all reports, the girls played an important 
role in the team and represented themselves and 
Bethany College with pride and enthusiasm. 
 
The following girls will compete in the NSWCCC 
Cross Country championships at Eastern Creek on 
the 12 June:  
 Emily Usherwood Year 8 
 Sarah Dufty Year 8 
 Isabella Doyle Year 7 
 Emily Hancock Year 9 
 Georgia Brady Year 9 
We wish the girls the best of luck. 
 
CGSSSA Gymnastics Competition was held on 
Wednesday 10 June. A full report will be in the 
next newsletter. 
 
SCC RESULTS:  
After Round 5  
Year 7 Netball – 1st place 
Year 8 Netball – equal 1st place 
Year 9 Netball – 1st place 
Snr Netball – 3rd place 
Snr Soccer – 1st place 
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LIBRARY NEWS 
 
The Sophia Library has just 
catalogued some new study 
guides for the Closed Reserve 
shelves. These books are avail-
able for Senior students to bor-
row overnight and cover a vari-
ety of subjects. Each book has 
notes and hints for the HSC candidate, as well as 
HSC Exam Papers covering 2003 to 2008. They 
also contain model answers for all of the ques-
tions. The subjects available are Chemistry, Biol-
ogy, General Mathematics, Mathematics and 
Modern History. 

Term 3 SCC Sports:       
Year 7 Basketball      
Int. Basketball       
Snr. Basketball      
Snr. Softball       
Year 7 Soccer 
Int. Soccer 
       
Term 4 SCC Sports: 
Year 7 Touch 
Int. Touch 
Year 7 Softball 
Int. Softball 
Snr. Volleyball 
 
COMING EVENTS: 
Oztag Gala Day – 18 June 
AFL Gala Day – 24 June 
SCC Dance – 26 June 
ATHLETICS CARNIVAL – 10 July 
CGSSSA Netball – 4 August 
CGSSSA Hockey – 1 September 
CGSSSA Tennis – 10 & 11 September 
CGSSSA Dance – 23 September 
 
TRIALS: Week 7, 8 and 9 Girls are to check their 
emails or the sport noticeboard. 
 
RECREATIONAL  SPORT: Choices for Term 3 and 
4 can be made Tuesday  and Wednesday during 
lunchtime in Weeks 10 and 11  

 
Ms Cath Summons 
Sport Coordinator 

There are also some new articles from Infocus at 
the State Library of NSW. These articles can be 
ordered in for students, catalogued and become 
another part of our Closed Reserve collection. 
This month the articles include recreational cus-
toms and social life in ancient Pompeii (for An-
cient History students), the involvement of Britain 
and France in the signing of the Treaty of Ver-
sailles (for Modern History students), indigenous 
artist Christian Thompson, modern photography 
and public display (for Visual Arts students) and  
Aboriginal religion and the Dreaming (for Studies 
of Religion students). Biology articles are avail-
able for studies on the work of Charles Darwin 
with natural selection and Alfred Russell Wallace 
on the study of biogeography. Finally, Legal 
Studies is covered by articles on streamlining tri-
als, online identity theft and Australia’s human 
rights record.  
 
There is also a free Exhibition about Charles 
Darwin Down Under, 1836 on at the State Li-
brary. You can follow his footsteps through origi-
nal paintings, manuscripts and books document-
ing his 1836 visit on the HMS Beagle to Sydney, 
the Blue Mountains, Bathurst and Albany. 2009 
marks the bicentenary of Darwin’s birth and the 
150th anniversary of the publication of On the 
Origin of the Species. 
 
Open: 4 April 2009- 26 July 2009, Venue: Picture 
Gallery State Library of NSW. 
 
Keep reading, 

Ms Karen Law 
Teacher Librarian 

Sophia Library 
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CAREERS NEWS 
 
On Tuesday 26 May a small but enthusiastic 
group of parents and their daughters actively in-
volved themselves in the myfuture Workshop 
conducted at the College. This was an opportunity 
for parents to gain hands on experience with the 
website and to explore the variety of career infor-
mation to be found at www.myfuture.edu.au. 
 

Kogarah Marist College has extended an invita-
tion to students in Year 12 to their Exstudents 
Q&A Careers Night on July 3 from 7.30—9pm. 
Any student interested in attending must see me 
to register. 
 
UPDATES: 
·  The University of Newcastle, Bachelor of 

Medicine – Joint Medical Program admissions 
will open in August 2009. Apply on http://
www.newcastle.edu.au/jmp/enrolments/
applicationprocess.html 

 
·  UNSW Coop Scholarship Program, which cov-

ers courses in Business, Engineering, Built En-
vironment and Science, has recently launched a 
new website, www.co-op.unsw.edu.au where 
students can find out more and also apply. 
These scholarships are worth between $60000 
and $75000. 

 
·  UAC is holding a test session of STAT on Sat-

urday 20 June. Registrations close on Friday 12 
June. For more information, and to download 
the registration form, visit UAC©s website at 
www.uac.edu.au  

 
·  RCNA Nursing and Health Expo will be held 

on Sunday 28 June 2009, 10am to 3pm at the 
AJC Convention Centre, Randwick. There will 
be over 50 exhibitors ranging form universities 
and TAFE, hospitals, health services and spe-
cialty nursing groups. For further information 
contact Royal College of Nursing, Australia  
www.rcna.org.au 

 
·  Julius Events College has provided information 

about their scholarships in Music and Events 
Management and Entertainment Technician 
courses. See the Careers Centre notice board 
for more information. 

 
·  Pilot Aptitude Training Service would like you 

to know about an online test prep service they 

have just established. People now have the op-
portunity to do their full courses from home. 
This enables people to prepare for the follow-
ing types of aptitude /ability /psychometric 
tests online.  
 Onetest  
 SHL  
 Australian Defence Force - YOU Session  
 Australian Defence Force - GAP Year se 
 lection test  
 Etihad Pilot Cadetship  
Onetest and SHL selection tests are used 
widely in professional, graduate, law enforce-
ment and also the aviation sectors. In Australia 
SHL has been used by Qantas and is presently 
being used by Jetstar, Qantaslink and VAustra-
lia. Onetest is used widely by government in 
Australia for employee selection for example it 
is used by Customs, the AFP and also by Air-
services Australia to select trainee controllers. 
Full details are available from 
www.pilotaptitude.com  

 
·  The Centre for Continuing Education – The 

University of Sydney, run Year 12 HSC en-
richment courses designed to complement 
school-based study, reinforce key concepts, 
extend understanding and refine essential 
skills. Taught by experienced HSC teachers, 
the activity based workshops should assist in 
improving performance in all HSC assessment 
tasks and facilitate a deeper conceptual under-
standing of curriculum course content.  
Courses include  
 English - Standard, Advanced, Ext 1, ESL  
 Mathematics – 2 unit, Ext 1 and 2  
 Chemistry  
 Physics  
 Biology  
 Essay writing and Preparation  
Find out more at www.cce.usyd.edu.au/hsc or 
call 02 9036 4789 
Dates: Week 1 13/07/09 -17/07/09  

   Week 2 20/07/09 – 24/07/09 
 
·  Notre Dame University have made available 

information about their Early Offer Program 
for 2010. Applications for this program need to 
be submitted by 4pm, 10 July 2009. They are 
also holding their Day in the Life of a Nursing 
Student on July 17. 

 
Mrs Carolyn Cronan 
Careers Coordinator 
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Evangelisation is in fact the grace and vocation proper to the Church, her 
deepest identity; she exists in order to evangelise. 

(Pope Paul VI, Evangelii Nuntaiandi) 

19 - 26 JULY 2009 
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