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Dear Parents, Friends and Students of Bethany
College,

In recent days and

weeks several of

Bethany’ s partner

parish priests have

generously cometo

our Collegeto cele-

brate Mass with indi-

vidual Religious

Education classes,

and it is appropriate

aswe begin the

“Year for Priests’ to

acknowledge this very practical support of your
daughters. Earlier this year Pope Benedict wrote:

“1 have decided to establish aspecia "Y ear for
Priests’ that will begin on 19 June and last until
19 June 2010. In fact, it isthe 150th anniversary
of the death of the Holy Curé d@rs, John Mary
Vianney, atrue example of a pastor at the service
of Christ®flock. “ Pope Benedict XVI

The icon shown above, painted by |conographer
Marek Czarnecki of Meriden, Connecticut, is
based on afifteenth century Greek prototype; here
Christ isshown in Latin Rite vestments with a
gold pelican over His heart, the ancient symbol of
self-sacrifice. The borders contain awinding
grapevine and altar prepared for the celebration of
the liturgy of the Mass; in the borders are smaller
icons of Melchizedek and St. Jean-Baptiste Vian-

ney.

Please talk with your daughter about her class
Mass, and ask her about the priest who celebrated
— perhaps it was Bishop David Cremin, or Fr
Mani Malanafrom St Michael’s, Hurstville, or Fr
Van from St Declan’s Penshurst. Others from
other parishes in the St George Deanery will also
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come in future weeks. We thank them all for the
ministry in which they serve and pray for them in
aspecia way during this“Y ear for Priests’. |
also thank Mrs Leg, Liturgy Coordinator, and the
teachers of Religious Education, who have pre-
pared Masses with their classes.

UPDATE ON FR FRANK, COLLEGE
CHAPLAIN

Please al'so keep in your thoughts and prayers Fr
Frank Bendeich, our College Chaplain, who is
recovering from surgery —we look forward to
wel coming him back to Bethany soon.

BETHANY'SCHAMPION GYMNASTICS
TEAM

The 2009 Winning Team!
See article further on in newdletter for report and
individual results.

GOOD LUCK TO YEAR NINE DEBATERS

Congratulations and good luck to the Year 9 De-
baters Judiel Garcia, Rachel McGinty and Emma
Thompson who proceed to the Semi-finals of the
Catholic Schools Debating Competition tonight
after defeating Marcellin College last week.



ATHLETICS CARNIVAL

A reminder that Friday 10 July isthe College
Athletics Carnival at Sylvania Athletics Field.
If raining please ring the info line from 7:30am
for cancellations and changes.

Info line number: 1902.262.019
Info code: 1145

CONGRATULATIONSON A GREAT
EVENING'SENTERTAINMENT — THE
COMPLEAT WORKSOF WLLM SHAKSP
(ABRIDGED)

It'stoo late — you' ve missed it unless you were
there last week —what awonderful production
Miss Sukkar and the following students put on as
our first drama performed in the new Yallunga
Performing Arts space: Rosie Baker, Madeline
Beukers, Kimberley Hopkinson, Melissa Carlile,
Amanda llinkovska, April Payne, Amy Grady,
Alexis Barberakis, Nicole Tucker and Samantha
Varipatis.

INVITATION —HSC DANCE TRIALS
THURSDAY 2JULY, 7.00PM

The HSC Dance Trials evening next Thursday
promises to be awonderful showcase of Bethany
talent. Students and families are warmly invited
to bein the audience — it is agreat opportunity
and isa practical way of seeing what isinvolved

if your daughter isinterested in studying Dance as
an elective coursein Years 9-12.

BETHANY COLLEGE ANNUAL REPORT

The 2008 Annual Report isnow available on the
College website and also from the College Office.

ABOUT CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

The Term 1 edition of About Catholic Schools
has recently been sent home — please ask your
daughter for your copy. Included on page 21 is
mention of Bethany’s own Kristy Sanidas, Y ear
12 2008, and winner of ACU School of Education
Award in the 2009 Clancy Prize Religious Art
Exhibition — Kristy’sworkswill soon be dis-
played permanently at Bethany College.

EDUCATION TAX REFUND
It is Tax time for many of us.

The Federa Government has introduced the Edu-
cation Tax Refund for eligible education costs
incurred from 1 July 2008. Parents and guardians
who satisfy the éigibility requirements and have
full time care of their children may be able to
claim a 50% refundable tax offset for eligible
education costs incurred. Please see the extrain-
formation elsewhere in this Newdl etter.

HELPING CHILDREN WITH AUTISM —
PARENT WORKSHOPS

Workshops will be held over two days for parents
—these are provided by the Australian Govern-
ment and dates for sessions in the Sydney area are
Blacktown (27, 28 August) and Northern Sydney
(21, 22 October). For more information on the
workshops and other services available see http://
www.autismtraining.com.au/.

BOYS TOWN CELEBRATESITS70™
BIRTHDAY

2009 sees the celebration of 70 years since Boys
Town, Engadine, was founded by Fr Dunlea, as-
sisted by the De La Salle Brothers and then devel -
oped and expanded by the Salesians of Don
Bosco. Please keep free 22 August to visit and
see the new museum and celebrate with the Boys’
Town community.



NSW RAISES SCHOOL LEAVING AGE

New legislation in NSW requires all children
from 2010 to complete Y ear 10 of secondary edu-
cation, and if they are below the age of 17, to con-
tinue with school, or participate in fulltime ap-
proved education or training, or if above 15, to be
in approved work full time or a combination of
paid work and approved education or training.

STAGE 4 BUILDING WORK —NATIONAL
SCHOOL PRIDE FUNDING PREPARES
THE WAY

Arrangements are being finalised for work on en-
closing the verandah of the MacKillop Building
closest to Forest Rd, and on upgrading the student
toilets — funding for these and for more shadein
the playground has been provided under the Na-
tional School Pride Program of the Australian
Government. Some of thiswork is preparatory to
relocating the College Office and Staff Rooms
while Stage 4 of the Bethany redevelopment is
completed later in 2009 and 2010. The plans are
currently out to tender for this large project, and
for the complete rebuilding and extension of the
Sophia Building (Library, Fitness Lab, class-
rooms, Art Room, Y ear 12 Common Room).

SCHOOL FEE PAYMENTS OVERDUE

Your Term 1 and Term 2 school fees should have
now been paid in full —thanksto al families who
have done this — please contact Mr Skeen, Busi-
ness Manager or myself to make arrangements if
more time is needed, or to apply for areduction in
cases of financia hardship.

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL CONTRACT
RENEWAL

Bethany’ s wonderful Assistant Principal, Mrs
Jenny Fowler, is due for her process of Contract
Renewal in August. As part of this process sur-
veyswill be emailed to all staff, students and to
parents to ascertain community perceptions of her
leadership. These emails will be sent on Monday
29 June, and the survey itself isavery smple and
straightforward document — | encourage al to be

involved. If you have any question about this
process please contact me or my secretary, Mrs
James.

Mrs Frances Warner
Principa

FROM THE DESK OF THE AP
Hello Parents and Students of Bethany College.

What a busy term for staff and students. Reports
are being finalised and will be coming home over
the next couple of weeks. The reports provide
valuable information about your daughter’s pro-
gressin her learning and her application in class.
Thisisthetimeto check in and seeif the learning
goasidentified at the beginning of the year have
been achieved or continue to provide the ongoing
focus for semester 2.

CARING FOR OUR COMMUNITY

We recently had a guest speaker from the Austra-
lian Media and Communications Authority
(www.cybersmartkids.com.au) to talk to Years 7,
8, 9 and the Year 11 IPT class on the appropriate
use of socia network sites (MSN, Bebo, Face
book and My Space). She aerted the studentsto
the dangers associated with not having their sites
on private, sharing passwords and having photos
of themselvesin school uniform or provocative
poses on their site. Asinnocent asit may seemto
students, she stressed not to have flirty nicknames
or to use suggestive language when communi cat-
ing with friends. Thisis adrawcard for online
predators. She also reminded us that anything out
there on the World Wide Web (www) is open to
anyone who is ICT savvy. The message was
clear: protect your self by not providing personal
information, do not share your password, put
your site on private and remove any suggestive
photographs. | encourage all parentsto have a
conversation at home about the appropriate use of
these sites. Parents should learn how to use and




monitor their children’s mobile phones and email
and check their photo galleries. Give your chil-
dren CLEAR RULES on WHAT THEY CAN
AND CAN’T DO with their mobile phones and
computers. We hope to get this speaker back to
talk with Year 10.

IMMUNISATION REMINDER:

Monday 6, July,

Year 7 will receive:
Hepatitis B vaccine (dose 1 for those who
missed it at first visit).
HPV Human Papillomavirus (dose 2 for
those who had dose 1 on thefirst visit).

- Varicellavaccine (chicken pox).

Y ear 10 Students:
Who had a signed consent form but were
absent on first visit, will receive Diphthe-
ria, Tetanus and Pertussis (whooping
cough).

REMINDER

Students are not to go to Westfield Hurstville or
Rockdale Plaza before or after school. Students
who are loitering at these places will receive a
one hour Tuesday afternoon detention.

ADVANCE WARNING ......
The Semester 1 Academic Awards Ceremony will
be held in Yalungaon Monday 3 August at 9am.
All parents are welcome. We look forward to
Celebrating Learning at Bethany for Semester 1.

CURRICULUM MATTERS

In recent conversations with the Curriculum Co-
ordinator Mr Gregg Conroy it has been brought to
our attention that some girlsfeel it is acceptable
to borrow other students’ work and then use it for
their own assessments. Thisis plagiarism and not
accepted at this College or any learning institu-
tion. The consequences of this action will involve
receiving a zero for that task and written notifica-
tion to parents. At Bethany part of caring for each
other involves respecting the effort that a student
puts into preparing for their assessments; we
should not abuse this care by using others' work
for our gain.
Mrs Jenny Fowler
Assistant Principal

CGSSSA GYMNASTICS

After many weeks of hard work, filled with cart-
wheels, handstands and forward rolls, the Bethany
gymnastics team headed off to compete at the
CGSSSA Gymnastics Championships at Five
Dock Leisure Centre on 10 June.

Upon arrival the girls set up, leotards were dis-
tributed and the competition began. Level 1 was
first up, and all competitors did very well, with
the girls from other level s extending their encour-
agement. After completing all four apparatus -
vault, beam, bars and floor, it was time for Level
2 to compete. With encouragement from the rest
of theteam the Level 2 girlsdid extremely well
and so too did the girlsfrom Level 3,4 and 5 as
they had their turn to compete.

We would like to thank our coach Elizabeth for
her help and support throughout both our training
and competition. And thank you also to Mrs
Bennie, our “Team Manager and Miss Kitchin
for supporting us at the competition.

Overadl Bethany had a very successful year at the
Competition, so congratulations to the girls for all
the hard work that was put in for such afun day
and rewarding outcome.
Emily Spencer
Year 10

THE GYMNASTIC FINAL RESULTS:

2009 Gymnastics Team—Overall Winners!!!

Level 1

Grace Andrews, Year 7

JessicaColussi , Year 7

Vanesssa Dropuljic, Year 7—3rd Beam
Alexandra Ratcliffe, Year 7



Ashley Wombey, Y ear 9
Natalie Murray, Year 9

Level 2:

JessicaNagjem, Year 7

Jessica Rapkins, Y ear 8—2nd Overall, 2nd bars
and 3rd Beams

Elise Wachswender, Y ear8—1st Beam, 2nd Floor
Cassandra Chakouch, Y ear 9—2nd Beam, 3rd
Bars and 3rd Overall

Nicole Tucker, Year 9

Y sabel Pasia, Year 9—1st Floor

Level 3:

Johanna Anderson, Year 8
Kate Neal, Year 10

Sarah Ratcliffe, Year 10
Emily Spencer, Year 10
GeorgiaWatson, Year 10
Brianna Higgins, Year 7

Level 4
IlvanaMaric, Year 7—3rd Bars

Level 5
Terri-Aspa Vandarakis, Year 8- 2nd Vault, 3rd
Bars, Beam and Floor
Danielle Bennie
Gymnastics Team Manager

PERFORMING ARTSNEWS

Last week some of
our Drama students
wereinvolvedin a
production of “ The
Compleat Works of
WIm Shakspr —
abridged.” The per-
formances were held
over two evenings
and were very suc-
cessful.

The audience was en-
tertained by avariety of Shakespearean scenes
and references.

A very special thanks to our fabulous tech crew
who worked tirelessly behind the scenes to ensure
a smooth show.

Congratulations to those girls who performed on
the night!

Next week, Thursday 2" July at 7pm, we have a
very entertaining dance evening in store for you.
Performing on the night, will be girls from the
various dance troupes as well as our HSC Dance
students who will showcase their major works.
We wish the girls and Mrs Bennie the best of
luck!

It has been avery busy term for the performing
arts and we thank you for your support.

Ms Anne-Marie Sukkar
Drama and Dance Coor dinator

WHAT’'SBEEN HAPPENING IN
CATHOLIC STUDIES?

Y ear 7 Catholic Studies classes have been study-
ing the unit, The Liturgical Year. We have inves-
tigated the Church’sliturgical calendar, the sea-
sons of the Church, their colours and symbols as
well as the parts of the Mass. Asaway of draw-
ing the unit together, we celebrated the Mass with
Fr Van. We used the readings of the day which
were about looking at ourselves and our actions
before judging others. It was great way of finish-
ing up our unit.

Thank you to Fr Van for leading usin our cele-
bration.

Mary Kleist
Religious Education Coordinator



LIBRARY NEWS

How often do you visit your
public library? Do you know
what services are available to
you from these libraries?
Where to go when the school
library is closed or it is
school holidays...YOUR
PUBLIC LIBRARY, THAT'SWHERE!

KOGARAH PUBLIC LIBRARY has avariety of ser-
vices to help students with their studies at their
HOMEWORK ZONE.

The service operates between 3-6pm every week
day at Kogarah Library and it® free. All you need
isalibrary card.

There are 3 areas to the service:

Homework Zone Team: Staff are available for en-
quiries and can guide students through their
homework guestions, one-on-one, and offer re-
sources for their study.

Homework Helpers: Year 11 and 12 students
come three afternoons per week (Monday,
Wednesday and Friday) to assist any student with
their homework or reading.

Library Resources and Online Services. Avail-
able at the Library and from home, Y ourtutor isa
one-on-one online tutoring service in Mathemat-
ics, English, Science, research and assignment
writing. The tutoring is with real peoplein real
time. It covers Years 4 t012 and is available be-
tween 4.00 and 8.00pm.

Online encyclopaedias and databases are avail-
able on site at the library or remotely. Thesein-
clude World Book Encyclopaedia, and other re-
sources across avariety of subject areas. To see
the online services, log on to the Library® page at
the Kogarah web site: www.kogarah.nsw.gov.au

HURSTVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY has servicesto
help students through their Assignment Assistant
which provides access to a variety of resources
and tools to help students with their studies.
Check out the following pages:
HSC Help Wiki: Want to succeed in the HSC?
The HSC Help Wiki is packed with:

links to books held within the library

links to HSC articles from the library® ex-

tensive electronic database collection

links to websites that feature school and

HSC assignment material.
Weblinks: Provides linksto websites on a variety
of topics/subjects.
Research Databases: Search the Library®re-
search databases for extraand up to date informa-
tion for essays and assignments. Over 1,000,000
journal and newspaper articles can be accessed
from home! The serviceis available to members
with alibrary card that starts with X160.
More information is available from staff at the
Library’sinformation desk or go to
http://Img.hurstville.nsw.gov.au/Assignment-
Assistant.html

ROCKDALE PuBLIC LIBRARY hasthe Y ourtutor
- Live Homework Help for School Students also.
The programme can be accessed at any branch of
the library and from home by clicking on this

icon: 0

How to log on?
To use Yourtutor in the library, ask the staff to
help accessit.
To use Y ourtutor from home, click on the icon.
Once logged on, follow these steps to get help
from atutor:
Select grade level.
Select the subject requiring help.
Indicate if user has used Y ourtutor before.
Click "Go" and connect to areal online tu-
tor.
What are the rules of the online classroom?

1. Bring aqguestion or assignment or project
sheet to the session.

2. The Tutor can be asked anything ateacher
would be asked. They will help but won®
simply give answers.

Doesit cost anything?

No, that®the best of it - it©absolutely free for
library members. The library card number isre-
quired when logging in. Go to:
http://www.rockdale.nsw.gov.au/library/Pages/

Library.aspx

So, don't forget to drop in at the local libraries
and see what they have on offer.
Keep Reading!
Ms Karen Law
Librarian



CAREERSUPDATE

Laing & Simmons real estate agents are run-
ning a scholar ship program for students
wishing to enter the real estate industry. Details
are available in the Careers Centre. Applica-
tions close on 31 August 2009.

Energy Australia are holding an Open Day on
27 June and 4 July at 2 Shaft St, Silverwater .
They will explain their apprenticeship pro-
gram and provide hands on workshops. Call
8719 0228 to reserve aplace.

NIDA are holding an Information Evening on
25 June from 7.15pm at 215 Anzac Pde Ken-
sington. The evening will cover information
about the Bachelor of Dramatic Art Degreesin
all specialisations. Register on
www.nida.edu.au/info-evening. Applications
for full time study in 2010 open 1 July and
close 30 Sept 2009.

Video Competition

The myfuture Student Video Competition is an
Australian Government initiative, managed by
Eduacation.au and produced by the Crew pro-
gram. Competition finalists will have their
videos aired on the Crew program and winners
will receive a share of the $5000 prize pool.
For details on how to enter go to
www.thecrew.net.au. Entries close 30 Sept 09.

Wedley Institute are holding afree one day
seminar on “What Graphic and Multimedia
Designers Actually Do”. Thiswill be held on
15 July from 10am-2.30pm at 5 Mary St
Drummoyne. Register by calling 9819 8843.
More information available at www.wi.edu.au.

If youwill bein Year 11 or 12 in 2010 and live
in socia housing you could be eligible to apply
for a$2000 Housing NSW Y outh Scholar -
ship. To be€ligible you need to have the
school endorse that you have a good atten-
dance record. Download an application form
from www.housing.nsw.edu.au. Closing date
for applicationsis 10 July 09.

Carolyn Cronan
Careers Adviser
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As Bethany Day is approaching fast it would
be greatly appreciated if people could contrib- s
ute by bringing in any form of donations. This
may include food or non perishable items.
Those willing to contribute, please contact
Mrs Bullock in person or through email at
melanie.bullock@bethanyhurstville.catholic.e
du.au.
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MATT MAHER CONCERT

Matt Maher, an internationally renowned mu-
sician from the United States, gained popular
recognition from his World Y outh Day Per-
formancesin Sydney last year. He will be
back in Sydney to perform for two nights on
3 and 4 July at the De La Sdlle and Bethle-
hem College Hall, Ashfield. CaSPA will pro-
vide the support act on both nights. Friday, 3
July has been set aside as the night for
schools.

See Mr Nolan for Tickets.



NOTIFICATION TO PARENTS/GUARDIANSRE THE EDUCATION TAX REFUND

The Federal Government has introduced the Education Tax Refund (‘ETR’) for eligible education costs
incurred from 1 July 2008. Parents and guardians who satisfy the eligibility requirements and have full
time care of their children may be able to claim a 50% refundable tax offset for eligible education costs
incurred. A lesser claim is available for those with shared care of their children. The limit for eligible
education costs incurred is $750 per primary school student and $1,500 per secondary school student,
providing maximum refundable amounts of $375 and $750 respectively.

Expenses incurred above these limits may be taken into account in determining your ETR in the follow-
ing financia year.

Eli gl ble education costs include the following:
Laptops and computers for home or school use, including acquisition, repairing and run-
ning costs
Computer-related equipment such as printers and disability aids, including acquisition, run-
ning and repairing costs
Home internet connection, including the costs of establishing the connection and of main-
taining it
Costs of acquiring items of computer software (whether by way of purchase, lease, hire or
hire-purchase)
Costs of acquiring school textbooks, other paper-based school learning materials and sta
tionery (whether by way of purchase, lease, hire or hire-purchase)
Costs of acquiring tools of trade (whether by way of purchase, lease, hire or hire-purchase)

Examples of items that cannot be claimed include school fees, school uniform expenses, excursion costs
and sporting equipment.

Some items invoiced by schools relating to the above may be able to be claimed.
Y ou are required to retain your receipts to calculate your entitlement and to substantiate your claim.

The above summary is general in nature and is not taxation advice. Y ou should seek professiona advice
from your accountant or tax agent before making a claim for thistax offset.

Further details on the ETR may be obtained from the Federal Government’s Treasury website or the
special ETR website as below:

http://www.treasury.gov.au/contentitem.asp?Navld=035& Content| D=1394

http://www.educationtaxrefund.gov.au/home/
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19 June 2009

Dear Parents & Staff,

Re: Pertussis (whooping cough)
There has been a confirmed case of Pertussis (also known as whooping cough) at Bethany College Hurst-
ville and it is possible your child may have been exposed to the infection. Although the risk of spread to
your child is small, we ask that you watch out for the symptoms of pertussis in your child, especially over
the next 3 weeks.

What is pertussis and what arethe symptoms?
Pertussis is a highly contagious bacterial infection, which can be a very serious illness in infants. It is
spread by droplets produced by coughing and sneezing. The first symptom is usually a runny nose fol-
lowed by a cough which becomes worse and may last for months. Pertussis should be suspected when any-
one has:

coughing occurring in spasms, often followed by vomiting or

awhoop, a sudden noisy in-drawing of breath at the end of coughing or

acough that lasts for two weeks or longer. Adults and children may have a persistent cough only

Small babies may go very red, perhaps blue or stop breathing during coughing attacks

What should people with symptoms of pertussisdo?

If your child or any member of your family has the above symptoms, please contact your family doc-
tor and take this letter with you, as soon as possible.
Thisis extremely important if there is ababy less than 12 months of age living in the household.

Y our doctor can advise whether pertussisis likely and arrange for testing and treatment if needed. If there
are no symptoms, testing is not required. Untreated, a person with pertussis can spread it to other people
from the time of first symptoms up to three weeks after they begin coughing. Treatment with a course of
an appropriate antibiotic can stop the infection spreading by shortening this infectious period and is more
effectiveif started early.

How ispertussis prevented?

To help prevent the infection spreading, children who have been diagnosed with pertussis should not at-
tend school or childcare until they have completed at least 5 days of the recommended antibiotic course, or
for 3 weeks after the onset of cough (which ever is earlier).

Vaccination is the most important way of reducing pertussis in our community. Booster doses of pertussis-
containing vaccine (DTPa) are due at 4 years of age and a pertussis containing vaccine is now available for
adol escents and adults.

It isimportant to double check that your child isfully up to date with their immunisations against
pertussis. If in doubt, please ask your doctor to check.

Need more information?A pertussis fact sheet is attached to this letter. If you or your doctor have any
further questions please call the Infectious Diseases team at the Public Health Unit on 9382 8333.

Yourssincerely

Professor Mark J Ferson
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