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NEWSLETTER NO 2

Dear Parents, Students and Friends of Bethany
College,

Please ook out for the Bethany College Newsl et-
ter each fortnight from today — we have begun
with an extra Newsl etter to get the year started,
but will resume our fortnightly pattern from here
on. You can aso find the Newsletters on the
Bethany College Website,
www.bethanyhurstville.com.au

This year we are lucky to have Sr Ellen working
with staff and students in the Penola Program. Sr
Ellen will be taking a pastoral roleinitially but
will assist with the academic program later in the
term/year. Thefirst task for Sr Ellen isto meet
with al the Year 7 girlsto get to know them abit.
She will meet with them in small groups of 3 or 4
and has started already thisweek. Asa Sister of
Charity who has been ateacher and even a school
Principal, including here at St Mary’s Star of the
Sea primary, Sr Ellen brings great wisdom and
love to her role. The motto chosen by the Foun-
dress, Mary Aikenhead, for the Sisters of Charity
Is*Caritas Christi urget nos.” (2 Corinthians 5:14)
It has been trandlated in many ways: “The love of
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Christ impelsus.”, or theway | like to remember
it* Christ’slove gives us no other choice.” |
know Sr Ellen islooking forward to meeting you
all at our Parent Welcome for 2009, which is
planned for Friday 27 February in the early eve-
ning.

FR FRANK’'SHOMILY FOR YEAR 10
GRADUATION, DECEMBER 2008

Severa parents commented on Fr Frank’s mes-
sage a last year's Y ear 10 Graduation Mass, and
Fr Frank has kindly offered to shareit:

Well there is no room for doubt in Jesus’ wordsin
today’' s Gospel. We are to love each other as
much as Jesus loves us. And He loved us so much
that He gave His life for us. But that is old hat
they say. Yet old asitis| don’t believe it isbeing
done. If people would but hear Christ’s message
we' d be close to the perfect world. We'd be in
Camelot.

However you and | love everyone — well, sort of.
We really can’t be expected to love Mabel. She's
up herself, or Bertha for that matter. She'ssuch a
dag. Then there’ sthat pain, Jo, who thinks I'm
cute- and | am- but | don’t want that scumbag
thinking that way about me. There's that teacher
who hates me. Of course he hates me or he'd have
given me marks for that late assignment. | have
every right to hate him. | can’'t be expected to love
that lady who told Mum | was meeting Michael
after school. There are exceptions to every rule -
even therule of love. That lady is an obvious ex-
ception. To the love business.

There sthat guy | thought was drop dead gor-



geous and he brushed me off asif | hadn’t washed
for a week. My sister. Oh what a pain — and the
way Dad goes on at times just ‘cause | Sslamthe
door in hisface. Why should I love him He just
doesn’t under stand a modern young lady like me -
And he doesn’t try. What would he know about
fashion and modesty.

Ah yes! The thought of loving everyone doesn’t
apply to everyone. Most people are OK but there
are those others. | wonder why God made them. |
bet God doesn’t even love them. As| said to Mum
the other day when she objected to the lack of col-
ouring in on my bikini. “ oh Mum, how could you”
| feel like saying the same to God. “ How did you
come to make such drips?” “ How could you ex-
pect me to love them?”

Anyway some people don’'t love me. I'd be plain
dumb to love them. They’ d use me and I’ m not
going to be used. Yet God was pretty definitein
telling me to love everyone.

THANKSFOR PARENTS SUPPORT WITH
SAFE DRIVING NEAR THE COLLEGE

On behalf of al the young people coming to
school at Croydon and Forest Roads, Hurstville,
sincere thanksto all parents who are driving
safely in the vicinity, and who have arranged to
drop off and pick up in a safe place other than
Croydon and Forest Roads. Bethany staff are
committed to the safety of your daughters, but we
cannot ensure this without your support.

REMINDERS: SCHOOL PHOTOS 17 FEB,
CANTEEN HELPERS REQUESTED

All students will be required to attend in full sum-
mer uniform on Tuesday 17 February for the
school photos — students with practical P E les-
sons on that day should not wear Sport Uniform
to school, but may bring it to change into.

Sincere thanks to the brave and generous parents
who have already volunteered to serve in Café
Bethany. There are still many spaces on the ros-
ter — Mrs Young, Mrs Doherty and Mrs Judd are
very appreciative of the support and are keen to
meet more new volunteers soon.

ANONYMOUSYEAR 11 GOOD SMARITAN
AWARD IN WEEK ONE

Mrs Fowler and | have been delighted to make a
Good Samaritan Award already in week Oneto a
Y ear 11 student who showed great maturity in
passing on information to help ensure the safety
of other students and the school campus.

SCHOOL FEE ACCOUNTSTO INCLUDE
EXCURSION FEES

As previously advised in the fees |etter at the end
of last year, the number and cost of camps, re-
treats and excursions have been reduced for 2009
in view of the harsh financial environment. A
global excursion feeis also being charged per
term to avoid frequent smaller charges. Camps
and overnight retreats will be billed separately.

No student should be denied a Catholic education
because of financial hardship — requests for ar-

rangements re fee payments should be made with
Mr Lachlan Skeen, Business Manager, or myself,
and will be treated in avery confidential manner.

BETHANY EX-STUDENT PLAYING FOR
NSW BREAKERS

The Breakers are the most successful sidein the
history of the Women's National Cricket League
and we are very proud of Bethany Ex-student,
Sarah Aley, who recently played in the Breakers
against Victoriaat HurstvilleOval. Sarahisa
pace bowler.

DID YOU KNOW?

Y oung people’ sfirst friendship group in secon-
dary school is not necessarily permanent. There
isusually anumber of different groups each stu-
dent is part of before s/he finds lasting friends at
school. Michael Grose

Mrs Frances Warner
Principa



2008 HSC AND SCHOOL CERTIFICATE
RESULTS

Another great year in the classroom has seen the
senior students at Bethany enjoy some excellent
resultsin the 2008 HSC.

A total of 55 band 6 or E4 performances (which
is the best result possible) were recorded by the
girls, this is ten better than in the previous three
years. A number of subjects had more than 50
percent of their candidature in the top two aca
demic bands. Among them Extension History,
Extension English and Mathematics Extension,
Advanced English, Modern History, Economics,
Design and Technology, Physics, Studies of Re-
ligion, Music and Visual Arts. In some of these
subjects all the candidates scored only in these
top two bands.

Stefania Maccarrone placed sixth in the State in
the Business Services course and the Dux of the
College, Jennifer Nunez received a UAI of 97.55.
Two other students finished just behind on 97.15,
with 17 of the girls scoring UAI’s in excess of
80, 10 of these over 90 based on information pro-
vided so far. Outstanding practica work was
completed, particularly in Visua Arts and Design
and Technology Courses. The work of Anneles-
ley Ungaro is currently on display in the Hazel-
hurst Gallery as part of Art Express.

In the School Certificate students in all subjects
examined exceeded their State averages. 65% of
the candidates were found to be highly competent
in Computing skills and in 3 of the remaining 4
courses 70% of our students scored in the top 3
of the 6 academic bands. Overall a very com-
mendable result and a worthy challenge that the
graduating class of 2009 and Year 10, 2009 are
challenged to meset.

Mr Gregg Conroy
Curriculum Coor dinator

SOCIAL JUSTICE NEWS
CARE IN THE COMMUNITY

Congratulations to asmall group of Year 12 girls
who gave up their free time during the holidays to
help with some community service. The students
were involved in helping ayoung girl with sig-
nificant disabilities and | commend them on their
commitment and enthusiasm. The girlswould like
to continue helping out through the year- thank
you to Méelissa Vasquez, Tamara Temaipi, Lisa
Tokko and Ana Fredotovic.

Senior girlswill again be able to participate in
community service through helping out at Amity
nursing home. Details will be forwarded to Yr 11
and Yr 12 students early in the term.

Blood Drive- students over 16 are eligible to give
blood. The Blood Bank will be at Hurstville En-
tertainment Centre February 24. A school group is
being organised.

Mrs Rachael Colreavy
Social Justice Coordinator

STUDENT LEADERSHIP FORMATION

Student Representative Council members, Pre-
fects and House Captains will be attending a

L eadership Formation at Elanora Conference
Centre from 19-20 February. This overnight ex-
perience will be avaluable time for Bethany’s
student leaders to develop atheme for the year
and to work on creating goals and initiatives for
2009. It will also be an important opportunity for
the new leaders to connect and develop stronger
relationships across all year groups, whichisa
focus as Bethany’ s two campuses have joined at
the beginning of the year.

The Year 7 Camp will also occur at thistime.
Thiswill be an exciting opportunity for Bethany’s
newest students to connect as a year group and
develop new friendships. Upon returning to
school Year 7 students will begin the process of
electing their own leaders for 20009.

Mr Chris Nolan
Leadership Facilitator



PENOLA PROGRAM COORDINATOR

Welcome back parents and girls and a special
welcome to our new girls and families.

The Year 7s have begun to settle in to Bethany
and the Penola Program. They are getting used to
reading a timetable and using a combination lock
on their lockers. They will meet all their teachers
during the next week or so as we go through one
complete cycle of the timetable. In Catholic
Studies the girls are learning about the Bethany
Community, its history, vision, emblem and
motto. Samantha Sakr, in her Catholic Studies
class, wrote, “ The vision of the school gathers the
school asoneto ‘act justly, love tenderly and
walk humbly with your God'. The Bethany Col-
lege emblem isacross and atree. The cross and
tree symbolise Jesus growing with us and helping
usto reach out to each other and make new rela-
tionships with friends and teachers.” Something
for usal to strivefor!

The Y ear 8s are also settling in and getting used
to the Hurstville Campus and their new building —
Penola. At their assembly on their first day Mrs
Warner told the girls that they were the leaders of
the Penola Program and had a big responsibility

in supporting the Y ear 7s as they settlein to their
new school.

A few reminders....school commences with
homeroom and roll call at 8.40am. If agirl ar-
rives after thistime they will need to get alate
note from the office before going to homeroom.
A note will need to be supplied for the homeroom
teacher if agirl isabsent or needs to leave early
for an appointment. School concludes for the day
after homeroom at 3.15pm, (2.55 on Thursdays).

Please feel free to contact your daughter’ s home-
room teacher if you have any queries or concerns.
Alternatively you may contact myself, Mrs Keogh
(Year 7 Coordinator) or Mrs Fleming (Y ear 8 Co-
ordinator) at any time viathe College office.



Mr Rob Gough
Penola Program Coordinator

YEAR 7 CAMP

The camp iscoming up in Week 3 and thereis
great excitement in the Y ear 7 Homerooms. The
Camp is on the 19th and 20th of February and all
forms are due in on Monday, | will be giving fina
numbers to the venue on Monday and handing
over all the paperwork. ANY FORMS THAT
ARE NOT RETURNED BY THAT DATE
WILL BE CHARGED A SURCHARGE BY
THE CAMP VENUE - so PLEASE make sure
your daughter has returned everything on time.

FORMSTO BE RETURNED:

* Permission Form

* Health and Indemnity Form

* Participation Details Form (Risk Acceptance)
* Specia Dietary Requirements (if applicable)
* Asthma Management Form (if applicable)

It isagreat opportunity for the girlsto get to
know each other and to gel asthe Year 7 Owls.

A final reminder will be sent home next week.
Please contact me if you have any concerns about
the camp.

Mrs Julie Keogh
Year 7 Coordinator

MATHEMATICSHOMEWORK CENTRE

This year The Mathematics Homework Centreis
open twice a week and supervised by the Bethany
Mathematics Staff. The tuition will be provided
free of charge.

The Centretimes are:

K5

Monday afternoon from 3:25pm
to 4:30pm in room MC212 pro-
vided by Mrs Mandi Brooker. Stu-
dents who wish to attend this ses-
sion must sign in with Mrs Brooker
and have permission from their par-
ent written in their diary.

Wednesday lunchtimein room
MC 312 provided by Mrs Susan
Egan.

Students are encouraged to attend if they are ex-
periencing difficulty with atopic or if they wish
to extend their knowledge with problem solving
questions.
Mrs Susan Egan
KLA Mathematics Coordinator

PUBIC SPEAKING AND DEBATING NEWS

The public speaking and debating season begins
this month. Interested students are registering for
public speaking this week and will receive dates
and venues as soon as possible. There will be op-
portunities later in the month for debating candi-
dates to register.

We will keep you updated regarding venues
where Bethany students are competing and extend
warm invitations for all interested parents and stu-
dents to attend as a supportive audience.

We anticipate hosting some exciting debating
eveningsin April. Any enquiries please contact
MsLisaField

Ms Lisa Field
Debating Coordinator



JOB WELL DONE

Prior to Christmas the following email was received from Mrs Jenni Payne, Principal of Mater Dei
Primary School, Blakehurst:

“For the last two weeks we have had Ana Cedric doing voluntary work in our school. She approached
us and offered to assist us for the last two weeks of school.

| just wanted to let you know what a wonderful young woman sheis. Ana has worked tirelessly in the
office and classrooms. We couldn’t have survived without her.

| have given her a reference but just wanted to let Fran know what an exceptional student she has
been. She had decided that she wants to be a primary school teacher!”

Congratulations Ana.

Mrs Rachael Colreavy
Community Service 2008

CANTEEN VOLUNTEERSBETHANY COLLEGE

* Please return to College Office or Penola Office by Friday 13" February.

: Name (Print name): Relationship to student:
Student’ s name (Print Name): Y ear:
Homeroom:

: | am happy to assist in Café Bethany as follows:

. Weekly Fortnightly Monthly

Time:

. 8:30-11:00 8:30—-2:00 11:00 —2:00 Other:

Preferred days:

Contact Numbers. Ph. (After hours)
Ph. (Business hours)
Mobile:

Signed
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