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O God, we cry! O God, hear our grief!  
O God, help these people! O God, help us!  
O God, help our community!  
O God, help us care about the world in which we 
live! 
Michael Hansen, Director of Faith and Ministry, Lavalla Catholic 

College, Traralgon, Victoria 

 
Dear Parents, Students and Friends of Bethany 
College, 
 
Last Friday at the Opening Mass, two amounts of 
money were carried to the altar as part of the Of-
fertory, having been raised by the students and 
staff in the few days before: $3810.45, donated by 
Years 11 and 12, has now been sent to a family 
known to Mrs Bullock, and who have lost every-
thing but their lives; $1460.30 was donated at 
Thursday’s Assembly by students in other years, 
and this has been sent to the Archbishop of Mel-
bourne’s Appeal. 
 
With so much loss of life and property and flora 
and fauna in these recent fires, Ash Wednesday 
(25 February) will be especially poignant – we 
have all been reminded already of the insignifi-
cance of so much we thought was important – 
money, clothes, cars, furniture – it means so little 
in comparison with the gift of life itself, of family, 
of love and of faith.  For Christians Lent is tradi-
tionally a time to strip away the unimportant and 
focus on prayer, fasting and generosity to the 
poor.  This year the students of Bethany will sup-
port the following through their Lenten Fundrais-
ing: 
Years 7 & 8 Caritas’  Project Compassion 
Year 9  Sister of Charity Outreach  
Year 10  Mary MacKillop East Timor Mission 
Year 11  Vinnies SPARKS Program   
Year 12 Archbishop’s Bush Fire Appeal 

 
INVITATION TO BETHANY COLLEGE 
NEW PARENT WELCOME 
 
The staff and parents of Bethany College invite 
all parents to High Tea at Bethany on: 
 

Friday 27 February, 5.30pm – 7.00pm 
 
The occasion will be an opportunity for Bethany 
parents, new and old, to meet each other and to 
see the shiny new facilities in the Marian and Pe-
nola buildings.  For catering purposes please com-
plete and return the RSVP at the end of today’s 
Newsletter. Children are also welcome. 
 
 
OPENING MASS AND PRESENTATION TO 
COLLEGE DUX FOR 2008 

 
Sincere thanks to our College Chaplain, Fr Frank,  
and to Fr Mani from St Michael’s Parish, Hurst-
ville, who led us in our Opening Mass Celebra-
tion last Friday.  Many thanks also to our Liturgy 
Coordinator, Mrs Elizabeth Lee, our Music teach-
ers, Ms Emily Maguire and Mrs Erin Hoskins, 
and to all who prepared for the gathering, ably led 



 

by Mrs Fowler, Assistant Principal.  We were 
very glad to welcome our Regional Director from 
the Catholic Education Office, Mr John Couani. 
His thoughtful response to the occasional address 
by 2008 College Dux, Jennifer Nunez, was espe-
cially appreciated.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TERM 1 SCHOOL FEE ACCOUNTS 
 
Term 1 School Fee accounts should have now 
reached each family - payments are due by Friday 
13th March. Families facing financial hardship 
are encouraged to see Mrs Warner or Mr Skeen to 
apply for a reduction – this process is very confi-
dentially handled.  Contact the office to make an 
appointment.  No Catholic child should ever miss 
out on a Catholic education because of financial 
difficulties. 
 
TERM 1 PARENTS AND FRIENDS  
ASSOCIATION MEETING 
 
All are invited to come to our first Parents and 
Friends Association meeting for 2009 on Monday 
9th March at 7.30pm.  The main Agenda will be 
the planning of P and F activities for 2009. 
 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL ENROLMENTS  
CONTINUE TO GROW 
 
Enrolments in Catholic schools in the Archdio-

cese of Sydney have continued to grow in 2009. 
Recent census data indicates that there is a gen-
eral increase of around five hundred students 
from 2008, with Kindergarten enrolments being 
particularly strong. These figures indicate clearly 
that even in these challenging economic times, 
Catholic schools remain popular, and highly val-
ued. Strong results in national and state-based as-
sessments in 2008, the pegging of school fee in-
creases to the CPI, as well as a guarantee to par-
ents that no Catholic child will be denied a Catho-
lic education due to economic hardship, are con-
tinuing to provide comfort and assurance.  
Around 20% of all students in NSW are educated 
in Catholic schools. That figure is even higher in 
the Archdiocese of Sydney. The continued growth 
in enrolment numbers says much about the qual-
ity of the education that children in Catholic 
schools receive. 
�
CONSENT FOR PHOTO IMAGES 
 
Last year all families in the school were asked to 
give consent for the use of photos of our students 
and their work to be used in promotional material 
for the College and on the school website. This is 
also a wonderful way to acknowledge student 
achievements throughout the year via flyers and 
the school website. 
 
Consent given will remain valid for the period of 
your daughter’s enrolment at Bethany College or 
until such time as you contact the College in writ-
ing to withdraw your consent. 
 
As we commence a new year all students who are 
in Year 7 and those in Year 8-12 who did not 
complete a consent form last year will have re-
ceived a request for consent form earlier this 
week. Could all families please return the consent 
form to their daughter’s homeroom teacher so that 
lists can be finalized? 
�
�
�
�
Frances Warner 
Principal 



MUSIC PROGRAM 
 
Our Extra curriucular Music Programs will be 
beginning in Weeks 3 & 4. Programs being of-
fered  this year are: Choir, Band, Jazz and Rock 
Band, Classical Ensemble and various private In-
strumental/Vocal Lessons. Information flyers and 
permission slips have gone home this week and 
are due back. Please contact the Music Depart-
ment if you have any quearies. 
 

Miss Emily Maguire 
Head of Music 

THE BETHANY MURAL  

Congratulations to our three Mural Artists Rosa, 
Maja and Judiel Garcia on the completion of 
the wonderful Bethany Mural. 
 
Rosa, Maja and Judiel spent the last week of 
Term four and numerous days during their holi-
days working enthusiastically to decorate the new 
Bethany environment. The mural which beautifies 
 the amphitheatre area depicts Bethany girls at 
play at the beach, in the bush and in the city.  
Thank you to the girls from the whole Bethany 
community for creating such a vibrant and uplift-
ing work. It will be enjoyed by many students, 
staff and visitors. 

Mrs Maria Lambert 
Visual Arts Coordinator 

ASH WEDNESDAY AND THE  
SEASON OF LENT 

Wednesday 25 February is Ash Wednesday and this 
marks the beginning of the Church season of Lent.  
During Lent, we are challenged as Christians to ac-
knowledge our own weaknesses and faults and be 
willing, through prayer and penance, to deal with 
the areas of our lives which we know are either 
wrong or can be improved upon. We all need heal-
ing, we all need forgiveness.  

The Season of Lent reaches its climax at Golgotha 
on Good Friday, where Jesus died on the cross for 
us all, crucifying our sins on his cross. We are 
called to die with Jesus on Good Friday, die to our 
old selves and thus truly rise with Jesus on Easter 
Sunday, rising to new life.  

Lent is not a time where we judge and condemn 
others and ourselves. It is time where we acknowl-
edge our ©true selves© and recognise our need for 
Jesus, the Healer, because Jesus is the one who can 
improve our lives and satisfy the deep yearnings of 
our hearts. As we commence Lent, let us remember 
to "turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gos-
pel". 

Did you ever notice why Lent goes for a period of 
40 days, yet runs for 6 weeks and 3 days equalling 
45 days? This is because the Sundays in Lent are 
not counted. Sundays are a celebration of the entire 
Paschal Mystery, including the resurrection of our 
Lord, and we continue to observe our Sunday prac-
tice of prayer and rest. So not counting Sundays, we 
do have 40 days in Lent.  

___________________________________ 
The Lenten penance of prayer, fasting and almsgiv-
ing is best regarded not as three activities but as 
one. During Lent, said the Second Vatican Council, 
penance should be not only inward and individual, 
but also outward and social (SC 110).  

Therefore during Lent and on the Fridays of the 
year, we do penance, not only on our own account, 
but also in the name of the Church and of the 
world.  The Australian Catholic Bishops’  Confer-
ence has not restricted our penance to fast and ab-
stinence in all cases; it has left room for our own 
responsible choice.  Where we make the choice, we 
should carefully select the form of penance that we 
consider most appropriate for our own circum-
stances and growth in the Christian life. 

Miss Mary Kleist  
Religious Education Coordinator 



SCIENCE CHALLENGE  FOR YEAR 11 
AND 12 STUDENTS  
 
Are you keen to experience the forefront of 
knowledge from some of the world©s leading ex-
perts?  Year 11 and 12 students can now apply for 
a scholarship to attend Genes to Galaxies, the 35th 
Professor Harry Messel International Science 
School to be held at the University of Sydney 
from 12-25 July 2009.  Applications and further 
information are available at 
www.scienceschool.usyd.edu.au  

Up to 140 of the brightest and most highly moti-
vated Year 11 & 12 students from around Austra-
lia and nine other countries will stay on campus 
and experience two weeks of lectures, workshops 
and special activities. This is a scholarship pro-
gram where all student costs are covered by the 
Science Foundation for Physics. 

PRIZES :  There are two prizes for outstanding 
leadership qualities : (1) Len Basser Prize for Sci-
entific Leadership, awarded to the ISS Scholar 
who demonstrates leadership skills not only aca-
demically but also in inspiring others to actively 
participate in the challenge of effectively learning 
science. (2) Mulpha Award for International 
Leadership, presented to the ISS Scholar who 
shows diplomacy and friendship and helps brings 
together the different countries and cultures that 
make up the Professor Harry Messel International 
Science School. 

LECTURES :  The opening lecture will be deliv-
ered by the Honourable Justice Robert French, 
Chief Justice of Australia. He will speak about his 
experiences studying Science and Law and his 
career that took him to the top law job.  There are 
also several prominent guest speakers from Aus-
tralia and overseas.  More information and appli-
cation forms are available at 
www.scienceschool.usyd.edu.au 

Dr Lynette Trent 
Science Coordinator 

PDHPE/SPORT NEWS 
 
The Bethany College Swimming Trials will be 
held next Monday 23rd February at Roselands 
Aquatic Centre, commencing at 9.30am. 
The Trials are compulsory for all Year 7 students 
and any student wanting to make the Bethany 
College Swim Team to compete at the Sydney 
Catholic Colleges Swimming Carnival. 
All Year 7 students will travel to and from the 
venue by bus.  
Students in Year 8-12 can make their own way to 
the pool or travel by bus. 
Students catching the bus are required to be at 
school by 8.30am. Students making their own 
way must notify the PDHPE staff before the day 
of the trials and will be required to meet staff at 
9.00am at Roselands Aquatic Centre. 
 
Please be advised that if any girl wears the incor-
rect sports uniform, does not have the required 
equipment for her chosen activity or displays in-
appropriate behaviour at a sporting activity she 
will automatically be placed on a sports detention. 
This will take place during Recreational Sport. 
 
The PE/Sports Uniform consists of the following: 
 
Summer Sports uniform: 
1. College pleated netball skirt or College Shorts 
2. College Sports Shirt 
3. College Sports Hat 
4. Plain white ankle socks 
5. White, supportive, lace-up sport shoes not 

boots (NO Volleys; Converse; Rabans                                                                                  
or Nike Air High Tops). 

 
Winter uniform: 
1. College tracksuit (blue track pants with stripe. 
2. College Sports Shirt 
3. College Sports Hat 
4. Sports shoes (as above) and plain white ankle 

socks. 
 

Miss Cath Summons 
Sport Coordinator 



 
CAREERS NEWS 
 
SPORTS CAREERS 
NSW Sports Federation are hosting ‘Career Days 
for students interested in SPORT’ .  
Guest Speakers will be from a variety of careers 
in sport from players to managers.  
 
For more information  call 8116 9740 or email  on 
julie.stafford@sportnsw.com.au 
 
RAFFLES COLLEGE OF DESIGN AND COM-
MERCE 
A new articulation agreement between Raffles 
College of Design and Commerce in North Syd-
ney and TAFE NSW provides credits or advanced 
standing to TAFE NSW diploma students apply-
ing to Raffles College for undergraduate degrees. 
For more information contact Sue Nelson, Quick 
Thinking Communications, T: 02 9907 8241, M: 
0403 343 275 or email 
sue@qtcommunications.com  
 
INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS is 
holding their cadetship evening on 21 May 2009 
from 4.30pm at the Sydney Convention Centre. 
This is an excellent opportunity for Yr 12 students 
to engage with over 30 employers and to attend 
information sessions on life as a cadet and to re-
ceive tips on the recruitment process. 
 
Yrs10 & 11 students are invited to a Meet the 
Business Leader dinner on August 12. This eve-
ning will allow students to engage in conversation 
with young chartered accountants in a variety of 
business roles.  Refer to the website charteredac-
countants.com.au/students, for more information. 

Students interested in pursuing a career in busi-
ness, not necessarily accounting, are encouraged to 
attend the Business Cadetship Program on 27 
March at 7pm at the Sydney Harbour Marriott. Par-
ents are welcome and no registration is required. 
This program is open to students who may wish to 
complete a business degree but also others such as 
IT, Arts, Social Sciences etc. More information on 
www.businesscadetships.com.au 
 
Subscribe to www.frankteam.com.au   for regular 
updates on career opportunities and competitions. 
 
DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR 
 
MARCH 
9 Martin College Open Week 
17 Raffles Information Evening 
 
MAY 
9 Julius Events College Open Day & Career 
 Talk 
13 Notre Dame University Course Information 

Evening 
15-17 Sydney Morning Herald HSC and Careers 
 Expo 
23  QANTM Open Day 

 SAE Open Day 
28 Notre Dame University Course Information 
 Evening 
 
JUNE 
2 UWS Day 
10 Avondale College Open Day 
13 Julius Events College Open Day 
18 Whitehouse Institute of Design Open Day 
19 Whitehouse Institute of Design Open Day 
 ANU Advisory Day Sydney 
30 UWS Parent Information Evening  
 Cambelltown 
 
JULY 
6 Martin College Open Week 
9 UWS Parent Info Evening Parramatta 
13 Australian International Hotel School  
 Career Focus Days (3 days) 
15 Wesley Institute Graphic Design Open Day 
16 Kenvale College EXPLORE 
17 Kenvale College EXPLORE 
18 QANTM For a Day 
20 Blue Mountains Hotel School  
 Career Focus Days (3 days) 
24 Notre Dame Day in the life of a uni student 

 Volleys; Converse; Rabans                                                                                  

ITALY 2009 

There are only two seats left - would you like 
to be joining the Bethany tour of Italy? 
Departing December 13th, the trip will cover 
the most popular cities and places in Italy, and 
promises to be an experience to remember.  
To be part of this 18 day tour ($5989) you must 
be quick.  
For further details email 
rachael.colreavy@bethany.nsw.edu.au �



AUGUST 
28 CATC Open Day 
29 ACU Canberra Campus Open Day 
 Australian International Hotel School Open 
 Day 
 ANU Open Day 
 Campion College Open Day 
 CSU I-Day 
 Notre Dame Open Day 
 Sydney Uni Live 
 UTS Information Day 
 University of Canberra Open Day 
30 UWS Open Day 
 
SEPTEMBER 
4 UNE Open Day 
5 Raffles Open Day 
 Kenvale College Open Day 
 UNSW Open Day 
 Wesley Institute Drama Open Day 
9 ACU North Sydney Campus Open Night 
10 ACU Strathfield Campus Open Day 
20 Julius Events College Open Day and Career 

Talk 
 Bedford College Open Day 
28 Martin College Open Week 
 
NOVEMBER 
3 UWS Day Penrith 
27 Bedford College Open Day 
 Blue Mountains Hotel School Focus Day 
28 Beford College Open day 
 

Mrs Carolyn Cronan 
Careers Adviser 

SISTERS OF CHARITY OUTREACH 
 

With our motto “Compassion in Action’  
Sisters of Charity Outreach is presently re-
cruiting volunteers for its volunteer based 
organisation with diverse services, County 
Care Link, Court Support, Visit Programs 
(Eastern Area and South West), Parent Sup-
port Program and Safe Haven. Volunteers 
also assist with our shop, raffle and market 
days. Traning program (7 units of 3 hrs) is 
essential and begins March 11 (evenings) at 
Darlinghurst and May 18 & 20 (mornings) 
at Liverpool and Darlinghurst.  
For more information see the Website 
www.sistersofcharityoutreach.com.au or 
call 98225980 or 8382 6430. 

ST GEORGE DEANERY  NEWS 

Lenten Life in the Spirit Seminar: This exciting 
six week programme aims to renew each partici-
pant with new vigour and enthusiasm to live a life 
empowered by the Holy Spirit in order to serve 
God and His Church in the twenty first Century.  

Where: St Joseph’s Catholic Church Hall,   
    Cnr Frederick and Rosa Sts, Oatley 
When: Friday 27 February to 3rd April at 7:45 

Enquiries: Maree Ataya on 9570 4015, Nicole 
Hellyer on 0414619771 or Phillip and Jennie Ry-
all on 9579 5965.  RSVP: 20th February 

Please complete, detach and return by Wednesday 25 February:  
 

� � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � 
 � � 	 
 � � �
�

�   I/we will be attending the New Parent Welcome on Friday 27 February at Yallunga. 
 Number Attending:____________________ 
�  I will not be attending the Presentation Night 
 
Daughter(s)’s name and Year (please print): ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent Names Attending: (please print) :_______________________________________________ 


